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“REFURBISH HOUSING  - DON’T DIG UP THE COUNTRYSIDE!” SAY CAMPAIGNERS

Local Authorities and housing providers need to do more to refurbish existing housing in inner city areas if they are to protect the countryside, according to a report by environmental campaigners in the West Midlands1.

In the first of a series of reports on housing issues, the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE)2 calls for greater efforts to refurbish underused housing, so that areas currently suffering from low demand for housing become desirable again, and less reliance on wholesale demolition which can lead to the destruction of established communities, as happened in the 1960s.

They would like to see much greater emphasis in urban renewal on heritage, the environment, and transport implications, the provision of open space and employment opportunities. They also argue for high quality replacement housing at similar densities when demolition is justified.

Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for the Campaign to Protect Rural England, West Midlands1 said,

 “We believe a careful balance should be struck when housing areas are in need of renewal. Demolishing large amounts of housing can create a domino effect which leads to housing markets failing more widely and more people moving out into the countryside, with environmental and transport impacts. That would simply repeat the mistakes of the past.”

The report praises planners in Sandwell and Birmingham for their cautious approach to demolitions but is more critical of the on-going programme of demolitions in North Staffordshire, which campaigners believe will lead to lower density housing sprawling out of Stoke into the countryside.

Gerald Kells also said, 

“It is important that we regenerate our cities and make them attractive places to live and work in. At present they are decanting population into the countryside at the rate of 11,000 every year in the West Midlands alone, and that is adding to environmental and social problems in both city and countryside. We will continue to press for a strongly integrated and sensitive approach.”

	FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT



	Gerald Kells (Regional Policy Officer, CPRE West Midlands)

Peter Langley (Regional Chair, CPRE West Midlands)
	
	01922 636601

02476 540211

	


Notes:

1. ‘Regenerating houses – providing homes in which people want to live’ – CPRE WM May 2005

2. CPRE exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside to ensure change values its natural and built environment. Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen. We have 59,000 supporters, a branch in every county, eight regional groups, over 200 local groups and a national office in London. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning. Our President is Sir Max Hastings.
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