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CPRE wants to see a renaissance in rail investment. In the West Midlands there has been a failure to expand our local and regional rail network. 

The system has serious constraints of capacity between London and the West Midlands as well as on local routes in the region. 

New lines could free capacity on the most congested parts of the existing rail network but could also cause serious damage to the countryside. 

It is particularly important that any new line provides value for money and does not starve investment in much needed rail, metro or bus improvements.

The Government is consulting on a specific route, named High Speed 2, between London and Birmingham before linking back into the West Coast Main Line near Lichfield. It is also looking at a general approach further north. Their very straight route is determined by a high top speed. 250 mph is faster than any other railway in Europe. Having such a high speed also increases the Carbon emissions of the trains.

CPRE does not support the currently proposed route. We believe the Government should review the need for such high speeds allowing other route options to be considered that would fit better within existing transport corridors. In the West Midlands we are concerned by the following issues:
Route
The route would run across Warwickshire for thirty five miles before entering Staffordshire and rejoining the West Coast Main Line. A continuation North West would have to cross Staffordshire for a similar distance. Some impact on the countryside is inevitable but a lower specification for the top speed could allow other routes and alignments to be considered. 

Rail Services
A High Speed line could free up paths for more services on the existing network but that depends on customers actually switching to High Speed Rail. But it is also likely to lead to fast long distance trains being replaced with stopping services from towns such as Coventry and Wolverhampton.
Connections 

There would be two stations in the region: Birmingham Interchange, a Parkway Station near Birmingham International Airport and Birmingham Curzon Street a terminus in the city centre. The Birmingham Interchange would not link to other public transport services and the Curzon Street Station would be poorly connected to the central New Street hub. Neither Birmingham City Council nor Centro is promoting schemes to create new links.

As a result usage of High Speed services could be limited and the economic benefits concentrated around the stations. This problem would be worse if there was a fare premium.

Access to the Parkway would largely be by car. People travelling in from Worcestershire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire and the West Midlands conurbation would add to congestion on the region’s motorways and lead to pressure for roads to be expanded. 

Economic Impacts

Economic benefits would be limited to the centre of Birmingham and the area round the airport and National Exhibition Centre. Other areas, such as the Black Country and Coventry, may lose out as economic and retail investment concentrates even more around Birmingham. 

Without significant further rail investment around the region and stronger planning, regeneration and investment support High Speed 2 could exacerbate economic disparities.

We are particularly concerned about more development around the Parkway Station in the narrow wedge of Green Belt between Birmingham and Coventry known as the Meriden Gap.

Speed 

People weigh up the benefits of faster journey times against fare prices. Existing slower services to London are likely, therefore, to remain popular, especially given that the speed of existing services is planned to increase. Time benefits will be lost to anyone who is travelling from elsewhere in the region because of the difficult changes.
Birmingham Airport
Support for High Speed 2 has been strongest from Birmingham Airport which wants to become the ‘fourth London Airport’ and boasts it would be as near London as the end of the Northern Line with journey times similar to Stansted and Luton. There is currently no domestic air traffic from the Midlands to London but giving Birmingham access to the London market could lead to an expansion of international flights and the return of proposals for a second runway.

Conclusions

West Midlands CPRE agrees that there is a need for more inter-city rail capacity but believes the current proposals have significant flaws, particularly in the West Midlands region. 

The Government needs to reconsider the maximum speed and produce proposals which reduce the impact on the countryside.

The Government also needs to commit to the supporting investment needed to link High Speed Rail into a revitalized local and regional West Midlands Rail Network 

The Government should address concerns about fare disparities and loss of inter city services to major Midlands destinations.

And critically the Government needs to review the need for a parkway station and its location taking into account the impact it will have on congestion, regeneration and increased air travel. 
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