[image: image1.png]Campaign to Protect
Rural England

WEST MIDLANDS



[image: image1.png]
2

Embargo

HOUSING DOESN’T HAVE TO BE LAND-HUNGRY IN THE WEST MIDLANDS SAY COUNTRYSIDE CAMPAIGNERS
Countryside Campaigners say attractive housing can be built in the region which does not require huge amounts of land. In a new report they warn that if housing isn’t built at higher densities the cost to the environment will be high1.
In the second of a series of reports on housing issues, the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE)2 says local authorities and developers need to look at innovative ways of providing attractive housing that isn’t land hungry.  
They say it is particularly important to get this balance right in our urban areas if we are to provide the level of housing needed to stem the unsustainable tide of people to the countryside without compromising on quality.

They say that the assumptions that underpin low density housing, such as the desire for large gardens, are often misplaced and that many emerging new houseowners will not want the burden of large pieces of land. 

Peter Langley, Chair of the Campaign to Protect Rural England, West Midlands said 
‘Land is a scarce resource and we must use it well.  It would be wrong to return to the highest density housing across the board, but there is no reason why an increase in average densities can’t be combined with higher quality housing. This would save thousands of hectares of West Midlands countryside from the bulldozer and allow our urban areas to build high quality new housing and provide open space and a greener environment.'
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Notes:

1. ’Housing Density – can we get more houses without sacrificing the countryside?’ CPRE WM May 2005. The report says that the average density of new housing in the West Midlands is about 27 dwellings per hectare.  This is rising slowly, but still falls short of the Government's target of 30 - 50 dph.  Some rural authorities are still building at densities well below 20 dph.  While lower densities would generally be expected in rural areas, the report says there is scope for higher density without loss of quality across the region.
2. CPRE exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside to ensure change values its natural and built environment. Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen. We have 59,000 supporters, a branch in every county, eight regional groups, over 200 local groups and a national office in London. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning. Our President is Sir Max Hastings.
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