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Embargo : 00.00 hrs 30 May 2005
ENVIRONMENTALISTS WELCOME CONGESTION CHARGING DEBATE 
Environmental Campaigners have welcomed calls for a serious debate on congestion charging from business leaders. 
The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE)1 says managing the demand for travel is vital if we are to protect the countryside from too much traffic, reduce congestion, control climate change and have a healthy economy. Changing how we charge for transport in a way which encourages people to use alternatives to the car where they can is a key part of that process.
In their view it will be important that a scheme is fair and that it is targeted where it is most needed because of congestion or environmental constraints. 
It will also be important that public transport is improved alongside any charging scheme, but they say the processes should work in parallel with public transport improvements and should not have to wait for a perfect public transport system.
They also say that, while a future charging scheme using satellite tracking technology may be the ideal solution, Government and local authorities should look at local or regional area charging in the meantime. 

Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for the Campaign to Protect Rural England, West Midlands said 
‘We cannot afford to try and build our way out of congestion, and anyway the evidence of the M6 Toll is that if we do the roads pretty soon fill up again. Of course, investment in public transport alternatives to the car is vital for a sustainable transport policy in the West Midlands but it needs to be supported by congestion charging, which helps control the growth in traffic and helps pay for the alternatives.'
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Notes:

1. CPRE exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside to ensure change values its natural and built environment. Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen. We have 59,000 supporters, a branch in every county, eight regional groups, over 200 local groups and a national office in London. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning. Our President is Sir Max Hastings.
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