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'ROAD BUILDING IS NOT THE ANSWER TO BLACK COUNTRY PROBLEMS’
Massive new road building is not the answer for the Black Country, say environmentalists, and they claim business leaders who are pushing for more roads are doing the area a disservice.

Large amounts of new road building would, they say, be expensive, make attractive areas unpopular, drive people to live outside the Black Country and fail to solve the problems of congestion.

They say calls for the resurrection of the Western Orbital Motorway and associated access routes fail to appreciate the technical work that has consistently shown traffic jams would remain and journey times would be little changed. 1 
They also fail to take into account the concrete evidence of the M6 Toll, where a slight dip in traffic on the M6 has almost filled up in less than a year. 2
Instead environmentalists see it is important that substantial investment is put into public transport and into complementary policies to make the area attractive. 3 

They say improving the environment, raising the quality of housing and providing appropriate locations for modern industry are far more likely to bring people back to the Black Country than yet more dual carriageways.

Peter Langley, Regional Chair of CPRE WM, said: ‘The last thing the Black Country and the beautiful green belt surrounding it needs is more tarmac.  This will merely fuel traffic growth and congestion and eventually bring the area to a standstill.  We have to work towards a transport system which is better balanced and sympathetic to the environment.’ 

Chris Crean, on behalf of West Midlands Friends of the Earth,  said: ‘’As the rest of the planet is starting to get to grips with climate change and our addiction to oil the business community in the Black Country continues to look backwards. The sustainable future of the Black Country does not require an expensive road building programme. We have to deal with congestion where it is created by investing in alternatives to enable people to have a real transport choice. This would result in traffic reduction and more space on existing routes for essential road users. The road based vision from the business community would led to more urban sprawl, more congestion and ever longer journeys to essential services.  
David Giddings of Wolverhampton Airport Action Group added 

“It is remarkable how ill-informed the renewed calls for a Western Orbital are. The Black Country Chamber blithely call for up to £200 billion pounds of tax payers money to lay tarmac over the precious green belt on the western borders. (So we can forget about new hospitals then!!).  With no facts to support their case, they claim this will "end the gridlock". And yet repeated Government surveys, and indeed the evidence of the eastern bypass, clearly show this to be rubbish. This is why policy must concentrate expenditure on public transport aimed at relieving the problem at source, i.e. within the conurbation itself."
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Notes:

1. The Western Orbital Motorway was rejected in the 1990s by the Conservative Government because of its environmental impact and lack of interest from the Private Sector. Proposals for Western Bypasses of Stourbridge and Wolverhampton surfaced in the West Midlands Area Multi Modal Study but were rejected at the Regional Planning Guidance public examination after a more detailed study failed to prove they would help regenerate the Black Country.

2. The Highways Agency report on the M6 Toll is now available on their website, but broadly shows traffic levels on the M6 returning to their previous levels in the conurbation and rising at either end of the toll road.

3. The Black Country Study (undertaken by the Black Country Consortium of local authorities, business and other stakeholders) is considering all aspects of development in the sub-region as part of the review of Regional Planning Guidance. A consultation on spatial options, including transport is expected to start in November. 











