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PRESS RELEASE
MORE MOTORWAYS WOULD PUSH DEVELOPMENT INTO THE WEST MIDLANDS COUNTRYSIDE - IT'S OFFICIAL

Building and widening motorways will increase development in the countryside, warn campaigners.

The Campaign to Protect Rural England in the West Midlands (1) say the recent report by Instaffs confirms their fears. It showed that the impact of the M6 Toll on development was strong within 5 minutes drive time of the motorway but petered out beyond 10 minutes drive time (2).

 
This was consistent in terms of land prices, actual development and land owners releasing land.

This has allowed some brownfield development around Cannock and Burntwood but once these sites are used up is likely to lead to Green Field, Green Belt proposals coming forward.

They say it is also consistent with the findings of the technical study on the proposed Western Bypasses of Wolverhampton and Stourbridge which showed accessibility benefits to Green Belt sites but little or no benefit to industrial areas and strategic centres inside the Black Country, and with National Studies of the impacts of roads on regeneration (3).

And they say it undermines claims that widening the M6 in Staffordshire will lead to wide economic improvements in the West Midlands and the North West. These can only be achieved by investing in the renewal of our towns and cities
Jane Leaper for CPRE  West Midlands said: 'The Instaffs work gives us a first insight into the impact of the M6 Toll on regeneration and confirms previous experience. Building motorways may encourage development in the very immediate corridor but does not improve development prospects across a region. If the aim is to see urban regeneration rather than green field office parks and warehouses, we should invest in public transport and wider regeneration projects in our cities, not cover the countryside in more tarmac.'

- END -
Contacts:
Jane Leaper : CPRE West Midlands : 01782 550345
Gerald Kells : Regional Policy Officer : CPRE WM : 01922 636601
Peter Langley : Regional Chair : CPRE WM : 02476 540211
Notes:
1.  CPRE exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside to ensure change values its natural and built environment. Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen. We have 60,000 supporters, a branch in every county, nine regional groups, over 200 local groups and a national office in London. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning. Our President is Sir Max Hastings.
2.  The Economic Impact of the M6 Toll on Southern Staffordshire, Geoff Pugh, Centre for Local Enterprise and Skills, Staffordshire University Business School
3. Black Country Road Improvements and Regeneration Study. Other examples include the Report on Roads and the Economy by the Standing Advisory Committee on Trunk Road Assessment.
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