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Embargo: Not for publication before 00.00 hrs : 12 May 2006
PRESS RELEASE: 

WEST MIDLANDS NEARLY RID OF MOBILE MOTORWAY SIGNS 

The West Midlands is close to ridding itself of the blight of mobile advertisements next to Motorways as enforcement bites, say Countryside Campaigners, after their long campaign to remove these eyesores.
All mobile signs need planning permission and advertising rights. In nearly all cases the landowner does not have these and is unlikely to be granted them because it is the policy of the DfT and the Highways Agency to be against them as they can distract drivers and are a safety hazard, as well as a blight on the landscape. (1)
Members of the Campaign to Protect Rural England in the West Midlands (2) have been reviewing the impact of enforcement by local authorities. A Government edict that Councils should ensure signs were removed followed a long campaign by CPRE (3).
They found that most local authorities in the region, such As Warwick and South Staffordshire District Councils, have now successfully ensured signs are removed entirely from their roads and that others had only one or two outstanding where it had proved difficult to identify landownership.

The largest number of mobile signs remaining is in the area controlled by Solihull Metropolitan District Council and, although CPRE understand Solihull will be using enforcement measures to remove them, they are urging the Council to speed up action (4).
They are also calling on companies, such as Floors-to-Go and Usedjag.com, which are still advertising along roads in the West Midlands to withdraw their advertisements voluntarily (5).

Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for WM CPRE, said: ‘Since the crackdown large numbers of these eyesores have gone from our countryside, although sometimes the unsightly wagons have not been removed. Local Authorities need to remain diligent and we will continue to alert them to new mobile advertisements.’
Ray Clipson of Warwickshire CPRE said: ‘Solihull Council have assured us that they will take action against mobile advertising but we are urging them to speed up enforcement in line with other Councils across the region.’
- END -
Contacts:
Ray Clipson:   CPRE Warwickshire

01962 853480
Gerald Kells :  Regional Policy Officer : CPRE WM 
01922 636601

Peter Langley: Regional Chair : CPRE WM 
02476 540211
Notes: 
1. Details are given in a letter to Chief Planning Officers from ODPM. Further details are on our national website cpre.org.uk

2.  CPRE exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside to ensure change values its natural and built environment. Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen. We have 60,000 supporters, a branch in every county, nine regional groups, over 200 local groups and a national office in London. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning. Our President is Sir Max Hastings.
3. As in note 1.

4. Outstanding signs in Solihull 24.4.06 below

	No.
	Advertising
	Grid  Ref.
	Approximate address
	Comments

	29
	Stonebridge Golf Club
	223817
	Stonebridge Golf Club
	At junction of A452 & B4102

	30
	Go Outdoors Store
	204831
	
	30 & 31 are on opposite sides of the same trailer on A45

	31
	Moseley Neon Ltd
	204832
	
	

	37
	usedjag.com & Mr Kipling 
	144749
	Box Tree Farm
	(double sided)

	38
	M42loans.co.uk
	187796
	Woodlands Farm
	

	39
	createyourhome.co.uk
	188804
	Woodlands Farm
	

	40
	Investment land for sale
	147759
	Monkspath Hill Farm
	I think this is now

Iwanttostay.com

	40A
	Not known (was ‘jigsaws’ ?)
	147759
	Monkspath Hill Farm
	Now behind other advert and not in use.

	41
	M42loans.co.uk
	149764
	Monkspath Hill Farm
	

	42
	Offices to let
	147763
	
	Large double length 

	43
	Not in use
	149763
	Monkspath Hill Farm
	Trailer with car reg. number. has been used and ready

	44
	MotorNation.co.uk
	194819
	
	

	45
	Used-Saabs.com
	195818
	
	

	46
	Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast
	195824
	
	

	47
	Kitchens
	193885
	
	Approx -No details – no photo

	48
	Coleshill Manor Office Campus
	193891
	
	Approx map ref - No photo


5. For Usedjag.com see table. The Floors-2-Go lorry is the only remaining mobile advertisement in Stratford Upon Avon District Council
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