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'CONTINUED EXODUS TO THE COUNTRYSIDE THREAT TO ENVIRONMENT’
People are deserting our cities at an increasing rate and if we don’t reverse the trend our environment, our countryside and our cities will suffer, countryside campaigners are warning in response to new housing figures for the region.

Figures released by the West Midlands Regional Assembly show migration into the countryside from the major urban areas has reached a record 12,500 per annum.1 

Warwickshire (3,700), Staffordshire (5,000) and Worcestershire (3,400) have been the main recipients. 

New Regional Planning Policies are supposed to reverse this trend and there is some evidence of progress, but although some urban authorities are deemed to be building enough houses, Dudley is not building enough, and too many houses are being built in Warwickshire. 2
CPRE WM’s Regional Policy Officer, Gerald Kells, said: ‘This is an extremely worrying trend. If people continue to move out of our cities at this rate the loss of countryside to housing could be catastrophic. At the same time urban regeneration would be undermined, with increasing social problems in our inner cities and abandonment of homes.
We need to build the right housing in our cities to attract a mixed population and we need to ensure all the environmental and social building blocks of regeneration are in place. Simply carpeting the countryside with suburban housing is not going to create balanced communities.’
And CPRE WM warns that proposed changes to planning rules could make matters worse. If Government plans were introduced whereby housing levels had to respond to market price, the more people moved into the countryside the more houses would be built to accommodate them. 3 

Gerald Kells said: ‘If Government has its way we will end up in an Alice in Wonderland world. Because we’re building the wrong houses in the wrong place communities are becoming more and more unbalanced in the region. That makes house prices rise in desirable areas so we end up building more houses there and the situation gets even worse. This monitoring report should be a wake up call to local, regional and national politicians to work harder to protect our environment and support regeneration.’
- END -

Contacts:
Gerald Kells : Regional Policy Officer : CPRE WM : 01922 636601 

Notes:
1. Taken from ‘Plan Monitor and Manage, Provision of Housing 2004’ published by the West Midlands Regional Assembly at:

http://www.wmra.gov.uk/regional_planning.htm
2. See Regional Planning Guidance11, Para 6.1
3. The Government consultation paper Planning for Housing Provision was published by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister in July.  For more details see: 
www.odpm.gov.uk/stellent/groups/odpm_planning/documents/page/odpm_plan_039133.pdf. 
It was a response to Kate Barker’s report: Review of Housing Supply – Final Report, HMSO, 2004, which advocated releasing more land in areas of high demand for housing. CPRE’s critique of the Barker report can be downloaded at:

 http://www.cpre.org.uk/publications/planning-and-development/housing-and-urban-policy.htm. 
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