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West Midlands Region
Countryside Campaigners say West Midlands Local Authorities need to be realistic about wind turbines

Contact: Gerald Kells, West Midlands Policy Officer, 01922 636601
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Local authorities and Government Ministers need to be realistic about the capacity for new wind turbines in the West Midlands say CPRE. They are concerned that the West Midlands Regional Renewables Study recently undertaken for the Government suggests unrealistic amounts of wind power could be provided (1).

The study suggests there is capacity for over 3,000 new turbines in Hereford and Shropshire and over 2,000 in Warwickshire, Worcestershire and Staffordshire (2).

Although it admits this is a technical exercise and that there would be market constraints to overcome it includes a planning guide to local authorities on delivering renewable energy projects (3).

Gerald Kells, West Midlands Policy Officer for CPRE said: ‘We are concerned that we get realistic targets for renewable energy production. If there are unrealistic expectations of how many wind turbines can be provided in the West Midlands’ countryside, public concern about the impact on the landscape will rise and we may not see sufficient investment in energy efficiency projects or small scale renewables, such as solar panels on roofs.’ 

‘There is a great deal of good work in this report which could help form the basis for delivering the right renewable energy in the right place, but it is concerning that this renewable capacity study leaves questions of natural beauty and character out. We need a strong local strategic planning process to engage people in decisions about where and how energy projects are developed, and how best to protect the region’s precious countryside.’
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Notes to Editors

1.      The Regional Renewable Energy Study (March 2011) was undertaken by SQW according to methodology from DECC . It has now been made available via the Telford and Wrekin website at: http://www.telford.gov.uk/site/scripts/downloads.aspx?categoryID=200105 

2.      On the basis of 2.5 megawatt turbines the renewable energy study capacity requires provision of 3114 turbines in Herefordshire, 3563 in Shropshire, 2626 in Staffordshire, 2667 in Warwickshire and 2249 in Worcestershire. The overall total is 14,691. This provides 38,361 mw of electricity. The study identifies capacity for 13,605 mw of microgeneration. It does not consider energy efficiency gains.

3.      The study assumes turbines would not be built on areas with national environmental designations such as National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. It does not include other landscape or environmental constraints. It assumes turbines are viable at 4.5 metres per second of wind. The previous Regional Energy Study assumed a minimum speed of 6 m/s which is more realistic and also dramatically reduces the locations which are viable. The study accepts that this is technical not deployable capacity. The Planning Guide is available at the same website.

CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. www.cpre.org.uk
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