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COUNTRYSIDE CAMPAIGNERS WARN OF IMPACT OF NEW WAREHOUSING ON THE WEST MIDLANDS COUNTRYSIDE
 

            Countryside campaigners CPRE (1) warn that large new warehousing complexes could be built in the countryside because the need is being exaggerated and options for smaller units are not being considered.
            Today they are publishing a new report (2) they commissioned on plans to build up to 150 hectares of new large warehouse hubs in the West Midlands countryside as part of the review of the Regional Spatial Strategy, the blueprint for planning in the region (3). 
            It specifically proposes an entirely new facility in South Staffordshire to serve the needs of the Black Country which would almost certainly be in the Green Belt.
            The report assesses the forecast need/demand for these increasingly large warehouse/distribution units and concludes that the plans are:
 
· are based on questionable assessments of future demand; 
· seem to play down competition from other regions; 
· only cover the largest developments, leaving the policy on smaller ones unclear; 
· use rail freight access as a justification for sites without considering their wider environmental impact.

            CPRE warn that each proposed complex would be likely to contain a few gigantic, six storey high warehouses, each with up to 100,000 square metres – or one million square feet – of indoor floor space, equivalent to 14 football pitches. Developers would require an even larger outdoor area for containers, internal roads and railway sidings and for lorry parking
            CPRE also warn they would dominate the landscape with lighting throughout the night. Magna Park, on the border between Warwickshire and Leicestershire, is an existing example of the damage they can do to the countryside.
And CPRE are concerned that the local environmental impacts of large new warehousing, such as the impact on the landscape and increased night time lighting, have not been properly assessed and that alternative smaller warehousing options have not been assessed.
            Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for CPRE West Midlands, said: ‘The growth of large warehouses in the middle of the countryside has a huge impact on the environment, from the local landscape to global CO2 emissions. Yet, we are continuing to allow more and more centralised warehousing operations. Even if these include rail freight terminals they are likely to increase the length of road freight journeys and carbon dioxide emissions as a result. CPRE will continue to challenge the need for these large new sites but in our view it’s time Regional Planners did the work that was needed to assess the real impact of large- warehouses.’
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Notes for Editors

1. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen.

2. West Midlands RSS Logistics Sites : Report to the Campaign to Protect Rural England’, Ware Consulting Limited, Feb 2008. Available at cprewm.org.uk

3. CPRE is currently responding to the Submitted Version of the Phase 2 Review of the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy which would, if adopted, include a figure of 150 ha for Regional Logistics Sites, which would be over 50 ha each. 

The Regional Spatial Strategy policy also sees potential in upgrade existing facilities at Birch Coppice near Tamworth and the Daventry International Rail Freight terminal on the Warwickshire/Northamptonshire border and proposes entirely new facilities in Staffordshire to serve the needs of the Black Country and the North Staffordshire conurbation.
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