[image: image1.jpg]W Patron ‘West Midlands Region
Her Majesty the Queen
wewoum  PRESS

Mpaign to Protect  Regional Joint Vice-Chairmen

BEE s RELEASE





12th June 2008
Rural West Midlands still let down by poor Public Transport 
CPRE launches Major Report on Rural Accessibility in West Midlands 

Countryside campaigners CPRE (1) say that people in the countryside are getting a raw deal when it comes to access to jobs and critical services, such as hospitals, shops and post offices, by public transport. They say more could and should be done to improve access for all.
They have examined the public transport provision in all the Region’s County Councils’ transport plans (2). While coming across some good examples, they have also found that for many people public transport is just not adequate. Good practice needs to be applied much more consistently over a wider area.
While many have access to a car in the countryside, a significant proportion of the most socially excluded do not and, even if there is a car in the household, it is not necessarily available to all family members when they need it. For these groups of vulnerable people a lack of public transport has a big impact.

But CPRE warn that unambitious targets for bus growth in Local Transport Plans do not promise much improvement. They also envisage that the position could be made worse by the Government’s high housing targets which will make it harder to resist new development in the countryside (3). They say improving accessibility needs to be part of coherent comprehensive solutions to reduce congestion and traffic problems in rural areas. 

However, they also acknowledge that scheduled bus services may not be the right solution for all communities, especially those which are most isolated. Consequently, they are calling on Councils to support a mixture of new Bus Services, Demand Responsive Transport and Community Transport to deliver better provision for the user (4).
Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for CPRE West Midlands, said: ‘We want to see vibrant communities in our rural areas, with everyone having a stake in them. Providing transport for the most vulnerable is critical to their quality of life and we will continue to press for much stronger plans to address the transport needs of people in rural areas ’
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Notes for Editors

1. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen.

2. ‘Improving Rural Accessibility in the West Midlands, A Report by West Midlands CPRE on the Region’s Local Transport Plans’, looked at the Local Transport Plans for Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Telford and Wrekin, Warwickshire and Worcestershire. It did not consider the LTPs in the Urban Areas. Available from cprewm.org.uk after 12 June. E-mail gerald.kells@talk21.com for advanced copies.
3. CPRE is currently responding to the Submitted Version of the Phase 2 Review of the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy which would, if adopted, increase house building in the region by 25% compared to recent house building rates, leading to a potentially substantial increase in house building in rural areas.
4. The report makes the following recommendations:
· Where a conventional bus service cannot reasonably be retained, it should be replaced by a demand-responsive or community transport service.

· With allowance for local circumstances, there should be consistency in community transport provision across the region, with restrictions on usage removed as far as possible.

· Where a direct community transport link to a market town or other centre cannot be provided there should be proper integration with conventional transport at a railway station or bus interchange.

· Where provision is left to local initiatives, these should be encouraged, with advice and expertise on practical and legal matters readily available.

· There should be more publicity about community transport generally and better local information about particular services.
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