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THE WEST MIDLANDS' UNDISTURBED COUNTRYSIDE COULD BE LOST WITHIN A LIFETIME
            At current rates of loss unspoilt countryside could all but disappear in the West Midlands by the end of this century. Maps published today by countryside campaigners CPRE [1] show that currently 50% of the West Midlands is disturbed by visual and noise intrusion. From the early 1990s to 2007 an additional 800km² more has been affected in the region (or approximately 47km2 per annum). If that rate continued the rest of the countryside in the region would be despoilt by the end of the next century. This is the stark conclusion of new maps and analysis [2] which reveal the relentless intrusion of traffic and urban growth into the West Midlands countryside since the early 1990s. 

 

NOTE FOR EDITORS

            E-copies of CPRE’s national and regional intrusion maps plus this press release are available at: www.cpre.org.uk/news-releases/media-resources/intrusion/

 

 

Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for WM CPRE says: 
            "Unspoilt countryside is vital for the quality of life and well-being of people in the region. We still have many tranquil areas in the region, from the Staffordshire Moorlands to the Shropshire Hills to the Herefordshire Marches. But these maps show what the future may hold if we don’t sufficiently value these assets. As the shadow of intrusion stretches further and wider the peace and quiet we need is harder to find. Yet the Government is at best a bystander as the juggernaut of development rolls on. Whether it’s plans to widen the M6 in Staffordshire, expansion at Birmingham Airport, Mega-warehousing proposals in Warwickshire or massive new housing on green field sites around cities like Worcestershire, the region is under ever increasing threat [3]."
            The new research brings together digitally remastered maps from the early 60s and 90s with new maps and data for 2007. It models the impact of major new roads, A road and motorway traffic, new buildings and infrastructure, airport expansion, electrical installations and active mines and quarries. 
            Gerald Kells warns: "The findings of this research show that the Government must strengthen and in some cases radically reverse policy to protect the remaining areas of undisturbed land in our region and preserve its legacy for future generations. And regional bodies, such as Advantage West Midlands and the Regional Assembly must take more seriously the impact of regional policies on the countryside"
 

– END –
NOTES FOR EDITORS
1. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen.

2. Embargoed copies of national and regional maps are available to the media as tif files from www.cpre.org.uk/news-releases/media-resources/intrusion. NOTE THE EMBARGO. If you cannot download from our website contact our press office (020 7981 2880). Add notes re (i) technical report being available (ii) short methodology briefing (iii) full statistics being available 

 

3. In September, the West Midlands Regional Assembly is expected to take critical decisions about the development of the West Midlands over the next twenty years, including the level of new house, warehouse and industrial building in the countryside which could dramatically increase rates of intrusion.
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Gerald Kells (Regional Policy Officer)
via 0207 981 2800 (until Friday)
01922 636601 (Monday onwards)
Nicholas Butler (Regional Press Officer) 01608 684953

Graeme Willis (Rural Policy Campaigner) 020 7981 2800 (switchboard)

020 7981 2841 (direct)

01206 825206 (home)

