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WEST MIDLANDS HOUSING PLANS WILL 
UNDERMINE URBAN REVIVAL
New housing targets under consideration for the West Midlands would push people out of our main cities, undermine urban regeneration and redouble threats to the countryside, warn countryside campaigners CPRE (1).

Between them, the Metropolitan Area and Stoke-on-Trent would be expected to build only about 41% of the extra homes in the region, a drop of about 6% compared with existing plans (3).

With house building set to rise sharply in surrounding districts, such as Warwick, Stafford and Worcester, CPRE warn that a glut of green field housing could threaten the achievement of even those modest targets.

Demand is expected to remain high in cities and large towns, so relatively low levels of house building there could lead to a growing shortfall of homes in those areas. As a result, there could be more pressure on people in search of a home to move out of Birmingham, the Black Country, Coventry and Stoke-on-Trent. 

Between 1999 and 2004, an average of nearly 11,000 people (net) every year left the Metropolitan Area for the rest of the region (4). This is a wasteful and damaging exodus. It weakens the conurbations and pushes up house prices in rural areas, making it harder for existing rural families to get onto a rung of the housing ladder. Efforts must be made to reduce and if possible eliminate this tidal flow.

Peter Langley, Vice Chairman of CPRE West Midlands, said: ‘If we are to stem the tide of people leaving the conurbations we must provide more, better quality housing in our cities, and keep control over greenfield development outside. The housing targets currently under discussion are incompatible with the present strategy of reviving the major urban areas, which we strongly support. A rethink is badly needed (5).’

- END –

NOTES FOR EDITORS

1. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty the Queen. 

2. The Metropolitan Area consists of Birmingham, the Black Country , Coventry and Solihull. The figures are under consideration by the West Midlands Regional Assembly as part of its Phase 2 Revision of the Regional Spatial Strategy, which was approved in 2004. 

3. Under the existing Regional Spatial Strategy, the Metropolitan Area and Stoke-on-Trent account for just over 5,500 extra dwellings per year, 47% of the regional total of nearly 12,000. Although the figures now under consideration would see slightly more dwellings provided in the Metropolitan Area and Stoke (nearly 7,000 per year), this would be only 41% of the new regional total of nearly 17,000. 

4. Between 1999 and 2004, 119,400 people moved from the West Midlands Metropolitan Area to the rest of the region, and 64,710 moved in the opposite direction – a net loss to the Metropolitan Area of 54,690 (average 10,938 per year). Source: West Midlands Regional Assembly – 2005 Regional Housing Market Survey. 

5. Decisions on the level of house building that the Regional Assembly will be proposing to the Government will be taken at a meeting of the Assembly’s Regional Planning Partnership on 24 September 2007.
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