[image: image1.jpg]=) PRESS RELEASE
(éﬁ:lpa\gmo Protect
WEST MIDLANDS




9 July 2008 : IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LIKE IT OR LUMP IT - GOVERNMENT PREPARES NIGHTMARE HOUSE BUILDING SCENARIO FOR THE WEST MIDLANDS
Countryside campaigners CPRE (1) warn that the Government’s new even higher house building rates would threaten the countryside across the West Midlands (2) and have reacted with dismay to the release today of options for how extra houses could be distributed.  

The Regional Assembly is already proposing 365,600 houses in the next twenty years - 80,000 above what CPRE say the region can sustainably deliver. 

Now the Government’s consultants, Nathaniel Lichfield and Partners (NLP), are testing a range of options for adding up to 81,000 extra dwellings on top of that already very high figure (3). 

The options vary from trying to cram most of the increase into major urban areas, building large urban extensions on what is currently green belt land, erecting a number of new towns, and spreading development between existing towns and cities and out into the countryside.

Among the most alarming ideas under consideration are:

· More than doubling house building in Solihull, which would eat into the precious Meriden Gap Green Belt between Birmingham and Coventry; 
· Almost doubling the very high house building rate in Warwick / Leamington / Kenilworth, which is already leading to proposals for significant loss of green belt; 
· Substantial extra house building in towns already singled out for growth, such as Rugby, Redditch, Burton-upon-Trent, Stafford and Worcester; 
· Up to 9,000 new dwellings in each of the so-called ecotowns of Curborough and Middle Quinton, even though the Curborough ecotown proposal has this week been withdrawn; 
· Building more new towns, in addition to the ecotowns, potentially located in the Meriden Gap between Birmingham and Coventry, west of Warwick and south of Kidderminster.

These extraordinary ideas are emerging just as house building is collapsing. There seems little chance of building the number of homes proposed by the Regional Assembly, let alone more, but every chance that this will lead to developers cherry picking green field opportunities.

Peter Langley, Chairman of CPRE West Midlands said: ‘These ideas may be at the drawing board stage, but the Government is obsessed with housing numbers and this threatens to do immense damage to the environment and character of the West Midlands. Not only has the Government got its sums badly wrong, it has totally lost touch with reality. People in many parts of the region will be up in arms, and rightly so.  This is environmental vandalism on an epic scale and could sound the death knell for urban regeneration.’

CPRE is urging everyone who cares about the environment and character of their area to object to the hugely inflated housing figures proposed by the Government.

Objections should be sent to WMRSS Panel Secretary, c/o Government Office for the West Midlands, 5 St Phillips Place, Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2PW (4).

END

Contacts:

Gerald Kells

Regional Policy Officer, West Midlands CPRE
01922 636601

Peter Langley
Chair, West Midlands CPRE


02476 540211

Note for Editors

(1) CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. www.cpre.org.uk
(2)     Nathaniel Lichfield and Partners’ options are available on: 

http://www.gos.gov.uk/gowm/Planning/515750/?a=42496.

The potential impacts of the options on local authorities in the West Midlands are as follows. Authorities which stand to lose significant areas of Green Belt are specifically identified but many others would involve green field land.

	Extra Dwellings to be provided, 2006-2026
	Regional Assembly Proposal
	Options for extra houses under consideration by NLP
	Resulting Housing Figures (maximum possible)
	Include substantial Green Belt implications 

	
	
	
	
	

	Birmingham
	50,600
	3,750 – 18,500
	69,100
	Green Belt

	Black Country
	61,200
	0 -22,000
	83,200
	Green Belt

	Coventry 
	33,500
	0
	33,500
	Green Belt

	Solihull
	7,600
	0 -10,000
	17,600
	Green Belt

	
	
	
	
	

	Herefordshire
	16,600
	0 -1,200
	17,800
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Shropshire
	25,700
	0- 1,900
	27,600
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Telford and Wrekin
	26,500
	0 - 10,000
	36,500
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Cannock Chase/S. Staffs
	9,300
	0 - 5,000
	14,300
	Green Belt

	East Staffordshire
	12,900
	0 - 5,000
	17,900
	

	Lichfield
	8,000
	0 - 9,000
	17,900
	

	Stafford
	10,100
	0 - 3,000
	13,100
	

	Staffordshire Moorlands
	6,000
	0
	6,000
	

	Tamworth
	2,900
	0
	2,900
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Stoke-on-Trent/Newcastle
	17,100
	0 – 6,000
	23,100
	

	
	
	
	
	

	North Warwickshire
	3,000
	0
	3,000
	

	Nuneaton and Bedford
	10,800
	0
	10,800
	Green Belt

	Rugby
	10,800
	0 - 5,000
	15,800
	Green Belt

	Stratford-on-Avon
	5,600
	0 - 9,000
	14,600
	

	Warwick
	10,800
	0 - 10,000
	20,800
	Green Belt

	
	
	
	
	

	Bromsgrove
	2,100
	0
	2,100
	

	Redditch
	6,600
	0 - 5,000
	11,600
	Green Belt

	Worcester/Malvern Hills/Wychavon/Wyre Forest
	27,900
	0 - 6,900
	34,800
	Green Belt

	
	
	
	
	

	West Midlands Region
	365,600
	12,300 - 80,700
	377,900 –

446,300
	


(The above figures for local authorities do not include potential new towns)

(3) The West Midlands Regional Assembly proposed 365,600 new dwellings in their revised strategy submitted to the Government in December 2007. This is due to be considered at a ‘public examination’ in Spring 2009. CPRE believe 285,500 could be provided sustainably subject to location and phasing. 

(4) The consultation period on the submitted strategy and on the NLP study ends        on 8 December 2008.
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