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DECISION TIME FOR WEST MIDLANDS COUNTRYSIDE

New options being considered for development across the region will determine how much countryside we save or lose, say CPRE (1).

Options for growth in the region over the next 15-20 years, covering housing, employment, transport and waste disposal, have now been approved for publication by the West Midlands Regional Assembly(2).  There will be a formal period of consultation on them from 8 January to 5 March next year.
Important questions include:
· How much land will be taken for new housing and whether it will be located in cities or countryside; 

· How much land will be set aside for industry, offices and warehousing, and for big inward investment sites and business parks, and whether it will be greenfield or brownfield land; 

· Whether and to what extent new shopping and offices should be concentrated in city and town centres or dispersed in out of town retail and business parks; 

· To what extent new park and ride facilities will be developed in the Green Belt; 

· How far the region's airports will be allowed to grow.
Answers to these questions will help to decide what sort of countryside the West Midlands has in twenty year's time. They will determine how much new building takes place on green field sites and whether we can safeguard the Green Belt from development.  They will affect the future of the main cities and towns, the landscape and tranquillity of the countryside and the ability of transport to cope with the demands placed on it.  They will have a big effect on the region's contribution to climate change.

In August, CPRE drew attention to the threat to the countryside and the Green Belt from housing proposals included in advice from local authorities to the Regional Assembly (3).  This latest report from the Regional Assembly shows how serious that threat could be.
 
CPRE West Midlands Vice Chairman Peter Langley said - 'It's really important that all those with an interest in the future of the countryside and the environment stand up and are counted during the forthcoming consultation period.  Without a strong response from around the region, there is a real threat that the Government will impose unpopular solutions which could do great damage to our countryside and quality of life.  Local people know what's best for their areas - this is the time for them to speak out.'
CPRE West Midlands will be producing a further full press briefing to coincide with the start of the 8 week consultation period on 8 January.  We are happy to answer press enquiries about the issues in the meantime.
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(1)   CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England . We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. Our President is Sir Max Hastings and our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen.  The West Midlands Regional Group is one of nine such groups in England.

(2) West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy - Phase Two Revision - Spatial Options.  The report, which covers Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire, Worcestershire and the West Midlands Metropolitan County, is available on the Regional Assembly's web site at www.wmra.gov.uk/page.asp?id=283

(3) CPRE West Midlands Press Release - 'Green Field Housing Bonanza Could Wreck the West Midlands', 2 August 2006
