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PRESS RELEASE  'COUNTRYSIDE CAMPAIGNERS CALL FOR HIGH QUALTIY HOUSING DESIGN’

In a new report the Campaign to Protect Rural England say houses in the West Midlands need to be better designed in fundamental ways if we are to protect and improve the character of our villages and towns1. The new report builds on the recommendations of the West Midlands Environmental Manifesto, published last year by CPRE along with other environmental organisations in the region2.
They warn that without good design the aspiration to ensure more people want to live in urban areas will be harder to meet, because the housing will not be of sufficient quality, and meanwhile rural areas will be increasingly blighted by new houses which bears no relation to the village or town they are in3.

Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for WM CPRE said: ‘Design is often the forgotten aspect of housing policy and increasingly we’ve become used to bland volume house-building which is super-imposed rather than fitting into its location and the landscape. And good design is more than just the appearance of each house taken in isolation, it is the design of the whole street or neighbourhood. We should aim to equal the best examples from our historic towns and villages, building on the urban and rural traditions. Design may be primarily about making houses looking good, but it’s also about designing out crime, encouraging sustainable travel and making people proud of where they live. 

We hope this new report will contribute to the debate between planners, builders and the public which delivers better housing where it’s needed, not unpopular blocks in our cities and repetitive estates in the countryside’
- END -
Contacts:

Phil Goode : CPRE WM : 01785 661820
Gerald Kells : Regional Policy Officer : CPRE WM : 01922 636601

Peter Langley : Regional Chair : CPRE WM : 02476 540211

Notes: 
1. Housing Design Quality can be downloaded from our website www.cprewm.org.uk

2. The West Midlands Environmental Manifesto Manifesto can be downloaded from our website www.cprewm.org.uk

3. The State of the Region report by the West Midlands Observatory (Paras 5.3.2) available at ww.wmro.org, graphically demonstrates the issues around population movement and the need to make urban areas more attractive if they are to retain population.
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