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Embargo: Not for publication before 00.00 Fri 2 March
WEST MIDLANDS REGION AT A CROSS-ROADS FOR THE COUNTRYSIDE

CPRE1 is today delivering its response to the Regional Assembly’s consultation on options for the future direction of planning in the West Midlands and they are warning the Assembly that this could be a cross-roads for the countryside. 2

They say that the Government’s central aim, to build 575,000 new houses in the region, would make it increasingly difficult to continue to deliver urban regeneration and much harder to protect the countryside, and in particular Green Belt. 

The consequences could be even more wide ranging. If housing were built at that level then, other development, such as offices, shops and industrial sites would also gravitate to the countryside. 

The housing development would rely on new road building in the countryside which would be likely to come at the cost of existing priorities for public transport agreed by the Regional Assembly.  

As development becomes more widely distributed, travel, particularly by car, would increase, adding to greenhouse gas emissions and congestion. And at the same time a growth in new megadepot warehouse complexes could add new lorries to our roads and blight the landscape for miles around. 

On the other hand, the group say that if the Assembly sticks to its guns and resists the pressure to release green fields to housing, the benefits of its current urban regeneration policy should bear fruit, by protecting the countryside and delivering sustainable communities in both rural and urban areas.

CPRE are particularly concerned that the analysis behind the proposals inadequately addresses the impact of development on the environment and character of the West Midlands.

Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for WM CPRE, said: 

‘We've looked at these options for development extremely carefully. And concluded they represent a serious threat to the environment, including climate change. It's possible to provide homes and jobs where they are needed without blighting the region, but if the Regional Assembly slavishly follows the Government's lead they will set the West Midlands on a path to further sprawl, congestion and environmental degradation. It’s time to think again before it's too late.'
- END -
Contacts:

Gerald Kells :  Regional Policy Officer : CPRE WM 
01922 636601

Peter Langley: Regional Vice Chairman : CPRE WM 
02476 540211

Notes: 
1. CPRE exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside to ensure change values its natural and built environment. Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen. We have 60,000 supporters, a branch in every county, nine regional groups, over 200 local groups and a national office in London. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning. Our President is Sir Max Hastings.

2. CPRE is responding to: ‘West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy – Phase Two Revision. Spatial Options 8th January – 5th March 2007’
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