[image: image2.png]Campaign to Protect
Rural England

WEST MIDLANDS



[image: image2.png]
2 0f 3

[image: image1.png]Campaign to Protect
Rural England

WEST MIDLANDS




Immediate Release 
ENVIRONMENT WILL SUFFER IF BYPASSES MARCH THROUGH THE WEST MIDLANDS

Plans for a series of new bypasses threaten the West Midlands’ landscape and environment according to countryside campaigners. They are now writing to the Government to ask them to reject the damaging bypasses selected by the Regional Assembly and concentrate on improving public transport in the region.

CPRE WM says the decision by the Regional Assembly to prioritise road building in its recent regional funding bid to Government is flawed. It means local communities could see new roads carved into the countryside which quickly fill up with new traffic while public transport is starved of cash (1).

At the same time they say the Assembly’s consultants have underplayed the environmental impact of these new roads and have relied too heavily on the scheme promoters to provide a fair assessment of their impacts. CPRE want the Government to reassess the programme and refuse proposals which do not address the long term need to reduce traffic and protect the countryside. (2) The controversial new plans would include:

Rotherwas Relief Road

A link for lorries to an eventual Hereford Bypass. This section was rejected at the Public Inquiry into a Hereford Bypass on landscape grounds because it cuts in half a pleasant valley with views to Hereford Cathedral and wooded hills of AONB quality. Nonetheless described in the consultants report as ‘environmentally neutral’. Promoted as an access road to an Industrial Estate owned by Hereford Council and linked to potential infilling of hundreds of homes at the Southern edge of the city.

Shrewsbury North West Relief Road

An extremely visible road cutting through the high countryside overlooking Shrewsbury and then following the unique old Severn river bed, an area of geological, landscape and biodiversity importance. Described as ‘environmentally neutral’ the scheme is aimed at reducing traffic jams on routes into the town, although much cheaper traffic management techniques and investment in public transport has not been tried first.

Rugby Western Relief Road

The northern (A426-A428) part is not controversial but the southern part to the A4071 cuts into open countryside and green belt. It is not needed to support current new housing. Also described as ‘environmentally neutral’.

Brownhills Eastern Bypass

Part of the Brownhills Transport Package, along with other measures, which would help regenerate the town. The bypass would hack through Green Belt and the Council has yet to assess whether junction improvements could have the desired effect without building a bypass which would fill up with traffic because of new development pressure close to the M6 Toll. Also described as ‘environmentally neutral’.

Longbridge Link Road

Cuts through the Green Belt at one of its most vulnerable points. Also described as ‘environmentally neutral’. Originally designed to carry traffic to the Longbridge plant, the justification for the scheme has reduced because long term prospects for Longbridge are unlikely to lead to the same amount of peak traffic which caused the original scheme to be put forward.

Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for WM CPRE said: ‘The Government’s commitment to invest in Public Transport rather than carving up more countryside for roads that simply fill up, is being challenged by a return to bypasses first. We want Ministers to reject the most damaging road schemes in the region and to ask local authorities to come up with more environmentally friendly alternatives to spend their transport money on.’

- END -
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	Gerald Kells (Regional Policy Officer, CPRE West Midlands)
Peter Langley (Regional Chair, CPRE West Midlands
	
	01922 636601
02476 540211

	


Notes:

1. The Regional Assembly’s decision paper on the Regional Funding Allocations (18 Jan 2006 meeting) is available at wmra.gov.uk.

2. Evironmental grading published in: ‘West Midlands Regional Prioritisation Framework’ Supporting Information – Revised Summary and Scheme Banding.’(Ecotec/Faber Maunsell, November 2005)
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The Campaign to Protect Rural England exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country.
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