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COUNTRYSIDE CAMPAIGNERS CHALLENGE BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT GROWTH AGENDA

The Campaign to Protect Rural England (1) today challenged the main proposals in Birmingham International Airport's Draft Master Plan (2). 

CPRE says that forecasts of three and a half times as many passengers at Birmingham by 2030 are exaggerated.  They warn that growth of this magnitude would be unsustainable, leading to more greenhouse gas emissions, congestion on roads and railways and pollution and noise in the surrounding area.  With the present runway less than half full, they do not believe a second runway is likely to be justified and they say the case for extending the existing runway has not been adequately made.

They also say that the economic benefits of expanding the airport have been overstated, with the costs of doing so (for example loss of tourist revenue to the UK) ignored.
Other key points in CPRE's response are:
· The proposals would double the area occupied by the airport and take a huge slice out of the green belt in a very sensitive area.  Further development such as homes, offices, hotels, warehousing, shops and schools needed to support the expansion would greatly increase the damage; 

· The expansion would double the number of people exposed to damaging noise levels; 

· Air quality would deteriorate and there are no plans to combat this; 

· here would be serious impacts on the landscape, ecology and listed buildings, with loss of footpaths and agricultural land; 

· Access to the airport is already difficult, with roads and trains overcrowded.   Even with a higher proportion of passengers and employees travelling by public transport, there would be a huge increase in car travel to the airport by 2030.   Roads surrounding the airport would become far more congested than they are now.
Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer of CPRE West Midlands, said: 'Birmingham International Airport provides an important service to the West Midlands, but we should not give it a blank cheque for unlimited expansion at the cost of the environment.  We favour more moderate, balanced growth which will still support the regional economy but reduce damage to the environment and enable roads and public transport to take the strain.'
Contacts: Gerald Kells - 01922 636601, Peter Langley 02476 540211

Notes for Editors

(1)  CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county.  Our President is Sir Max Hastings.  Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen.
(2) Birmingham International Airport's Draft Master Plan was published for consultation in late 2005.  It looks ahead to 2030 and takes forward proposals in the Government's 2003 Air Transport White Paper.  The consultation period ends today.  Birmingham Airport Limited will then produce a final version of the Master Plan.
