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Immediate Release – 31st July 2005

GREEN BELT CYCLIST COMES TO WEST MIDLANDS
Green Belts have very wide public recognition and strong support.  Some people will go to great lengths to show they care.

Former Soviet dissident, Dr Marina Voikhanskaya, 70, who has set herself the challenge of cycling 500 miles to raise awareness of CPRE’s
 Green Belt campaign will be in the West Midlands on 5 and 6 September.

She will be in the area of Blythe Valley Business Park in Solihull and Wolverhampton airports. Both want to expand in the Green Belt.
PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES
Monday 5 September: Bobbington (Nr. Wolverhampton Business Airport) 11.45 am – 12.15 pm 

Contact: Lin Hingley, Vice-Chair, CPRE Staffordshire, home 01384 872958, work 01384 877440

Tuesday 6 September: Illshaw (Nr. Blythe Valley Business Park) 4.00 – 4.30 pm

Contact: Nicholas Butler, Press Officer, CPRE Warwickshire, office 01926 494597 home 01608 684953

Marina, who lives in Cambridge, was born and raised in St. Petersburg where she graduated from medical school in 1960.  She worked as a psychiatrist until she left Russia and came to England as a political refugee. She took up cycling at the age of 44, after arriving in Britain.

A member of CPRE, Marina is being sponsored to cycle 50 miles each day from Epping in Essex to Cambridge, visiting the London Metropolitan, Gloucester-Cheltenham, Oxford and West Midlands conurbation Green Belts. When asked why she chose to cycle in aid of CPRE she explained:

‘I feel strongly that the countryside should be preserved for future generations for everybody to enjoy. The countryside needs help and protection because it is very vulnerable at present.’

Details of other threats to the Green Belt in the West Midlands, such as expansion of Birmingham airport and the proposed M6 Expressway, are available on our web site cprewm.org.uk.
Details of the national Green Belt campaign are on cpre.org.uk.

- END -

Contacts: Gerald Kells: Regional Policy Officer : CPRE WM : 01922 636601

� 	CPRE exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside to ensure change values its natural and built environment. Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen. We have 60,000 supporters, a branch in every county, nine regional groups, over 200 local groups and a national office in London. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning. Our President is Sir Max Hastings.


� 	CPRE launched its Green Belt campaign on 25 May 2005.  Since the launch, hundreds of people have shown their support for Green Belts by returning a campaign postcard or completing online with their comments.  A recent MORI poll for CPRE shows that 84% of people in England believe that Green Belt land should remain open and undeveloped, and that building on Green Belt land should not be allowed.  Further campaigns details including this poll are on our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.cpre.org.uk" ��www.cpre.org.uk�.  Green Belts are girdles of countryside around the largest towns and cities, which prevent them from sprawling ever outward and eventually merging.  National Green Belt policy was launched 50 years ago this August.





