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Today is D-Day for Worcestershire Countryside say Campaigners.

Countryside campaigners CPRE (1) are warning that the new twenty year development strategy for the West Midlands threatens to destroy swathes of countryside in Worcestershire. 

The Public Examination into the Regional Spatial Strategy will hold sessions on Worcestershire at Wolverhampton today (19 June) and on 23 June (2).

CPRE will argue that:

· Designating Worcester as a ‘growth point’ (3) is an excuse to build sprawling housing estates on green fields beyond the city boundary, particularly in the parishes of Broadheath and Kempsey; 
· The transport system in the south of the county would struggle to cope with all the extra growth. Roads such as the Worcester Southern Bypass are already seriously congested, public transport is threadbare and there are financial and environmental constraints on improvements; 
· Flooding of the rivers Severn and Teme is a serious risk that further constrains the options for growth; 
· If Redditch is designated as a ‘growth point’ (3) housing would spill over the border onto Green Belt land in Bromsgrove and Stratford-upon-Avon districts; 
· Extra development in Bromsgrove to accommodate overspill from Birmingham must be resisted because it would damage the Green Belt in this sensitive area, destroy attractive countryside and lead to more commuting into Birmingham and the Black Country.

Those taking part in the debate will include representatives of the Government, the Regional Assembly who prepared the strategy, environmental bodies (including the Campaign to Protect Rural England), house builders and other development interests, and local community groups such as Alvechurch, Hagley, Hallow, Shrawley, Whittington and White Ladies Aston Parish Councils and the Worcester Diocesan Board of Finance.

Peter Langley of the Campaign to Protect Rural England said: 

‘These two days are extremely important for the future of Worcestershire. The levels of housing and other development the Government is pressing for on the back of questionable long term forecasts are more than we believe Worcestershire can handle.  Meanwhile developers are queuing up to build on green field sites, which will destroy the countryside and threaten the regeneration of the Black Country and Birmingham. Safeguarding the character and environmental quality of Worcestershire is vital if it is to remain an attractive place to live and work. Bad decisions now could come back to haunt the county in future years.’

Peter Langley will be available for interview at the Examination in Public on either day.

End

Contacts:

Peter Langley, Vice Chairman, West Midlands Regional Group    
02476 540 211

Gerald Kells, West Midlands Regional Policy Officer                     
01922 636601

Frank Hill, Chairman, CPRE Worcestershire                              
01684  575041

Notes for Editors

(1)  The Public Examination into the Phase 2 Review of the Regional Spatial Strategy opened in the Billy Wright Stand at Molineux Stadium in Wolverhampton on 28 April, and runs to 26 June. The timetable for discussion of Worcestershire issues is:

Friday 19 June – 9.30 a.m. – South Worcestershire (Worcester, Malvern Hills and Wychavon);

Tuesday 23 June – 9.30 a.m. – North Worcestershire (Bromsgrove, Redditch and Wyre Forest)

The Public Examination is led by an independent panel, who will report on their findings to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government in the autumn.

Participants’ statements on Matters 8G (i) and (ii) (South and North Worcestershire) are available at: 

www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk/pins/rss/west_midlands_phase_two/participants_statements.htm
(2)  CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England.  We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside.  Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county.  President: Bill Bryson.  Patron: Her Majesty The Queen.

(3) Both Worcester and Redditch are designated as ‘Settlements of Significant Development’ (growth points by another name) in the Strategy. This means that they are set to take higher levels of housing and other growth than other parts of the West Midlands over the next twenty years. You can read the strategy at:

http://www.wmra.gov.uk/Planning_and_Regional_Spatial_Strategy/RSS_Revision/RSS_Revision_Phase_2/RSS_Revision_Phase_2.aspx

