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STOP THE DROP: LITTER IN THE WEST MIDLANDS: SUPPLEMENT
We have also sent you the National Press Release Bill Bryson says Stop the Drop. Please contact 01922 636601 if you haven't received it.
Litter is a serious problem in the West Midlands. And results from ENCAM recent surveys suggest it may be getting worse. Many local authorities have an unsatisfactory response to the problem, although encouragingly some seem to be tackling the problem on their rural roads. Flytipping, particularly of household waste on our highways, is a major issue yet there have only been 82 successful prosecutions and we would like local authorities and the Highway Agency (who have responsibility for Trunk Roads) to do much more about this.

Litter is a nuisance, it impacts on the environment and can be harmful to wildlife, but it has wider implications. It also suggests a failure to take responsibility for the waste we create. 

But just as importantly it undermines the region’s image. If we are to attract the sort of investment and entrepreneurs we needs to bridge the economic gap between us and the rest of the country we need to get on top of this blight and ensure people want to live here.

CPRE’s ‘Stop the Drop’ highlights the impacts of this important but often neglected environmental problem. It requires action by politicians, businesses and individuals to end our complacency about throwing away our rubbish and leaving it around once it has been discarded. Below are some of the ENCAM results and pictures from various parts of the West Midlands.

ENCAM Results

Flytipping: 73,093 incidents, up 11% from last year, Cost £4.2m to clear up, largest cause household waste 55%, most common on highways 49%, 6,091 incidents per month. 82 successful prosecutions.

A survey of 14 representative local authorities on litter in the region showed 2 are satisfactory, 11 are unsatisfactory and one is poor. On rural roads 6 are satisfactory, 5 are unsatisfactory and 3 are poor (although all 3 poor authorities were largely urban authorities)

The proportion of unsatisfactory sites for litter in West Midlands rose from 11% to 24% between 2005/06 to 2006/07. This is the second steepest rise in the country after the East of England.

Contacts:  


Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer       01922 636601

Peter Langley, Vice Chairman    

02476 540211

Gerald Kells
 

Regional Policy Officer
Campaign to Protect Rural England
West Midlands
 

01922 636601
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