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Embargo 27 May 2009 00.00 hrs 
Transport must tackle Climate Change, countryside campaigners will say at Regional Planning debate
  

New transport proposals for the region must meet the challenge of climate change and respect the wider environment. That’s what CPRE West Midlands (1) will tell the Public Examination into the region’s twenty year planning blueprint today when it starts discussing transport (2). 

CPRE West Midlands, who are appearing throughout the two-month examination, will warn that current proposals pay too little heed to reducing the impact of climate change. They will say that they fail to address the urgent Government priority to reduce emissions. 

They say the current plan could result in the wrong transport schemes in the wrong places. They warn that with limited funding we cannot afford to build white elephants that lead to longer and longer journeys and more and more dependence on the car. 

Their demands include: 

· A presumption in favour of public transport solutions, especially where there is new housing growth 

· An emphasis on transport proposals which reduce traffic, not just manage congestion 
· A full analysis of the carbon impacts of large park and ride sites with a stronger emphasis on smaller local park and ride 
· Removal of the second runway at Birmingham Airport and a cap on growth of Coventry Airport 
· Control of freight on unsuitable roads 
· Stronger integration of rural public transport

Evidence will be heard on transport from 27-29 May at Molineux Stadium, Wolverhampton. (3)

Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for CPRE West Midlands said: ‘Transport is a key element of creating strong communities, but we have to avoid repeating the mistakes of the past. We mustn’t design everything round the car or allow unlimited growth of air travel. The Government wants to force huge numbers of houses into our Shire towns but the wrong kind of transport systems could turn them into commuter dormitories. That would exacerbate congestion and increase climate change emissions.’

Gerald Kells will be available for interviews at the Public Examination on the day.

Contacts:        

Gerald Kells:

West Midlands Regional Policy Officer                              01922 636601 

Peter Langley: 

Vice-Chairman (West Midlands Regional Group)          
02476 540211 

Notes for Editors 

1. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. 

  

2. The Public Examination into the Phase 2 Review of the Regional Spatial Strategy opened at Molineux in Wolverhampton on 28 April and runs until 26 June. During June, there will be sub-region discussions of the future of each part of the region. The dates for all the topics can be accessed at:

http://www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk/pins/rss/west_midlands_phase_two/timetable.htm 

Our evidence on today’s Transport Matter (7) is available on request.

3. All participants statements on Matter 7 (Transport) are available at: http://www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk/pins/rss/west_midlands_phase_two/participants_statements.htm
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