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Embargo 00.00 hrs, 16 June 2009

Staffordshire could be swamped with housing say Countryside Campaigners 

Staffordshire’s countryside could suffer in the long term if regional plans for massive house building in the county are given the go-ahead. 

That’s what CPRE (1) will tell the Public Examination looking at the proposed West Midlands Regional Strategy in Wolverhampton on the 16-18 June (2).

They will warn the Independent Panel examining the proposals that:

· Large scale housing growth in South Staffordshire, Cannock Chase, Lichfield and Tamworth Districts would lead to more people moving out of Birmingham and the Black Country undermining their regeneration plans and damaging the Green Belt and sensitive areas of countryside like Cannock Chase; 
· Over-development of houses and employment in Burton-upon-Trent would gobble up green fields, put more pressure on the A38 and exacerbate flood risks. The town could grow by more than a third; 
· Plans to expand Stafford outwards, including into parts of South Staffordshire, would lead to significant loss of countryside and added traffic. We do not believe the transport improvements needed to support such expansion would happen, or be desirable if they did; 
· Housing levels in Staffordshire Moorlands should be reduced to reflect the high value of its landscape.

On the other hand they will call for much more emphasis on regenerating the North Staffordshire conurbation and warn that this will be undermined if large amounts of greenfield housing are allowed elsewhere in the county. 

Those taking part in the Examination include representatives of the Government, the Regional Assembly who prepared the strategy, environmental bodies (including the Campaign to Protect Rural England), house builders and other development interests, and local community groups including Burton Upon Trent Civic Society, Lichfield Civic Society, Rolleston on Dove Parish Council, Ingestre with Tixall Parish Council and the Potteries Heritage Society (3).

Gerald Kells of the Campaign to Protect Rural England said: ‘The Government seems obsessed with questionable long term housing forecasts. But if Staffordshire is to preserve its best countryside and provide homes where they’re needed now, the plans need to put much more emphasis on regenerating our existing towns and cities and building on existing development sites, and not allow developers free rein in the countryside.’

Gerald Kells and Peter Langley will be available for interview at the Examination in Public on these three days.
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Notes for Editors

1. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen.

2. The Examination in Public of the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (Phase 2) is taking place in the Billy Wright Stand of Molineux Stadium, Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton from 28 April to 24 June 2009. The sessions on Staffordshire will be held as follows:

16 June 2.00 p.m.
South Staffordshire and East Staffordshire

17 June 9.30 a.m.
South Staffordshire and East Staffordshire (cont)

18 June 9.30 a.m.
Stafford Borough

18 June 2.00 p.m.
North Staffordshire 

 3. All the participants’ written statements (see under matter 8F) are available at:  

http://www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk/west_midlands_phase_two/participants_statements.htm
