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10th FEBRUARY, 2009

SHREWSBURY AND HEREFORD BYPASSES MAR REGIONAL PLAN

Countryside Campaigners are calling on regional decision makers to delete two bypasses from the Region’s bid for transport funding.

CPRE West Midlands (1) is writing to the region’s political leaders to ask them to remove the proposed Shrewsbury North West Relief Road and the Hereford Outer Distributor from the advice they give to Government Ministers on how to spend transport money in the region when they meet on 17th February to finalise their advice. (2)

The Shrewsbury bypass threatens the landscape around the historic town and CPRE say it is not proven that it would solve long term traffic problems, but simply increase traffic over time. 

The route of the Hereford road has not been decided. It could damage the protected Lugg Meadows which stopped a bypass being built before and it would certainly impact on the landscape. They say without a route the case for and against the road cannot be assessed. (3)

They question claims that such controversial roads could be begun by 2014, the timescale Government has asked regional decision makers to work to. (4)

They say proposals for a massive Park and Ride site at Brinsford in the Green Belt in South Staffordshire should also be put on hold until there is a proper assessment on whether it will simply move round traffic and whether more local Park and Ride is better.

Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for CPRE West Midlands, said: “It would be a shame that a collection of transport proposals which could be hugely beneficial for the region, improve public transport and help reduce climate change emissions was remembered for schemes which were not properly thought through and had huge impacts on the countryside. We are asking the Joint Strategy and Investment Board to remove those schemes and show its commitment to environmental protection.” 
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Notes for Editors

 

1. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England.   We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside.   Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen.

2. The Regional Funding Advice will be considered by the Joint Strategy and Investment Board on 17th February. It consists of six Council Leaders and three members of the Board of Advantage West Midlands. The advice must be submitted to Government by 28th February and will then be considered by Ministers. Even if funding is granted the proposals would still have to go through the normal statutory planning processes.

3. A Multi-Modal Study by the Highways Agency has yet to report on how to resolve Transport Problems in Hereford. It may recommend a route for a bypass, but it could go either to the East or West.

4. According to the promoters both schemes could begin construction before 2014, including all statutory processes.   However, previous RFA schemes have made similar claims which turned out to be too optimistic.

