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Thursday, 15th January, 2009

ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT – RURAL PUBLIC TRANSPORT IN THE WEST MIDLANDS

    Countryside campaigners CPRE (1) are launching a new leaflet this month highlighting the desperate need to improve Rural Public Transport because they say the provision and publicity of services is still very patchy. (2)

         The leaflet sets out four areas where they say improvement is essential.

·        Provide better scheduled Public Transport Services, such as buses and trains

·        Streamline planning and coordination of Demand Responsive Services, such as dial a ride, taxis and taxibuses.

·        Make sure facilities are built where people can get to them by Public Transport

·        Raise the bar for local authorities and rural transport providers to increase the number of passengers.

    A report for West Midlands CPRE in June 2008 concluded that plans for rural public transport provision were patchy across the Region’s Rural Councils (2). 

    The leaflet, which is going to Councillors and MPs across the region, goes further and sets out how better transport can be provided for the many people in rural areas without access to a car, including many of the most vulnerable. Their research suggests that less than 50% of rural residents actually have access to a car at any one time. 

    Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for CPRE West Midlands, said: “Rural Transport is still the Cinderella subject of Transport Planning. But it affects our most vulnerable citizens. If we are to create rural communities which are not just for the well off and able-bodied we need to urgently improve transport for everyone in rural areas. ’
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Contacts:  
Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer       01922 636601



Peter Langley, Chairman    

02476 540211



Ray Clipson, Transport Secretary

01926 853480               


Notes for Editors

1. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen.

2. ‘Rural Public Transport: Room for Improvement’ Published by West Midlands CPRE and available at cprewm.org.uk.

3. ‘Improving Rural Accessibility in the West Midlands, A Report by West Midlands CPRE on the Region’s Local Transport Plans’, looked at the Local Transport Plans for Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Telford and Wrekin, Warwickshire and Worcestershire. It did not consider the LTPs in the Urban Areas. Also available from cprewm.org.uk.

