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22nd July 2009 : Immediate Release
 
Government Still Supporting New Road Building in the West Midlands Countryside – but Campaigners Fight On.

 
Shrewsbury North West Relief Road
Hereford Outer Distributor
Brinsford Park and Ride (Staffordshire)
 
Countryside Campaigners have reacted with dismay today as Ministers announced public funding of £85m for the controversial Shrewsbury North West Relief Road as part of the Regional Funding Allocation for the region. The road would cut a swathe through the countryside around Shrewsbury and lead to further development pressure in its wake (1).
 
CPRE (2) will continue to campaign against the scheme, which could not be built before 2017 at the earliest and will still have to go through the full planning process. They will propose alternatives to resolve traffic problems in the town.
 
But CPRE welcome the fact that the Hereford Outer Bypass, which would have cut through the open countryside round the town, and Brinsford Park and Ride, which would have generated new traffic in the Staffordshire countryside have both been refused funding before 2014 pending further justification. 
 
They believe this is a result of long term campaigning to promote better alternatives. They will be lobbying Government to ensure the huge cost of these schemes is spent on desperately needed public transport, not on environmentally destructive roads.
 
CPRE also welcomes the emphasis placed on major public transport investment including extensions to Metro and improvements to railway stations but they say but they say the Government will not persuade people it is serious about protecting the countryside and combating climate change if it continues to support large scale road proposals and massive park and ride sites in open countryside.
 
Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for CPRE West Midlands, said: ‘The region desperately needs improvements to public transport and projects which reduce climate change emissions not large road schemes driven through the open countryside. We need a stronger commitment to the protection of vulnerable landscapes and real carbon reductions.’
END

Contacts:  
Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer       01922 636601

Notes for Editors

1. Department for Transport Press Release on West Midlands Regional Funding Advice at 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/press/releases/ The DfT are advising that all schemes will still needing to go through the planning process and get individual approval from DfT. 

2. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen.
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