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WEST MIDLANDS




REGIONAL TRANSPORT PLANS MUST ADDRESS CLIMATE CHALLENGE

 

Regional Transport Plans in the West Midlands must address Climate Change and show how they will actually reduce the emissions going into the atmosphere.
 

That is the stark warning from environmental groups in the region.

 

This month the Regional Minister, Ian Austin, supported a series of Transport Priorities for the Region while giving little or no indication of how they would reduce transport emissions. The list includes both measures to improve public transport and increases to road capacity and proposals for additional flights in and out of the region (1).

 

And Regional Planners are currently drawing up a list of transport schemes to put forward to Ministers for funding. These include critical public transport proposals but could also include controversial new road schemes (2); such as :-

The Shrewsbury North West Relief Road 

Highways elements of the Worcester Integrated Transport Strategy 

Stourport Relief Road

Hereford Outer Distributor Road 

Stafford Eastern and Southern Bypasses

Yet, without clear evidence on environmental impacts the environmental organisations warn that the region is in danger of failing to play its part in addressing the carbon emissions from transport. The Government is introducing a demanding target of at least an 80% reduction in carbon emissions by 2050, within the Climate Change Act of 2008 (3). This requires every decision we take and public money we spend to be a small step in the correct direction of reducing our carbon emissions. Ignoring transport is no longer an option.

Nor are Planners engaging the people who will be affected by their proposals. The process of deciding schemes is very much ‘behind closed doors’ even though it will have huge impacts on ordinary people’s lives.

 

Peter Langley of West Midlands CPRE said 'There are opportunities to invest in transport proposals which help us to reduce our carbon emissions and regenerate the economy in many of our most deprived communities. The region needs to grasp the nettle and refuse projects which simply exacerbate our dependence on polluting cars and planes and instead invest in a cleaner, greener future for transport.'

Kevin Chapman of West Midlands Campaign for Better Transport said ‘We need to see new technology introduced to cars and planes to reduce carbon emissions but we don’t know when that will be available or how much it will help. It is wrong to rely on that for carbon reduction and ignore the need to reduce traffic with all its environmental consequences.’

Chris Crean from West Midlands FOE said ‘Regional decisions need to be open and transparent and engage everyone. If people feel key decisions which impact on their environment are being taken without their consent there will be little long term support for those decisions.’

 

Contacts:

Kevin Chapman,               WMCBT                                                0121 440 7092

Chris Crean,                        West Midlands FOE                         0121 643 9117 mob 07720 147 330 

Peter Langley,                   CPRE WM Regional Chair              02476 540211

Notes:

1. Ian Austin, Regional Minister presented the West Midlands Regional Transport Priorities Action Plan to regional partners at Austin Court on Monday 15 Dec. 
2. Based on papers presented to Special Regional Transport Partnership on 16 Dec, available at wmra.gov.uk 
3. Climate Change Act, 2008 
An Act to set a target for the year 2050 for the reduction of targeted greenhouse gas emissions; to provide for a system of carbon budgeting; to establish a Committee on Climate Change; to confer powers to establish trading schemes for the purpose of limiting greenhouse gas emissions or encouraging activities that reduce such emissions or remove greenhouse gas from the atmosphere; to make provision about adaptation to climate change; to confer powers to make schemes for providing financial incentives to produce less domestic waste and to recycle more of what is produced; to make provision about the collection of household waste; to confer powers to make provision about charging for single use carrier bags; to amend the provisions of the Energy Act 2004 about renewable transport fuel obligations; to make provision about carbon emissions reduction targets; to make other provision about climate change; and for connected purposes. [26th November 2008]
Sent on behalf of West Midlands CPRE, West Midlands CBT and West Midlands FOE 
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