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Embargo 20 May 2009 00.00 hrs 
Megadepot warehouses must not blight West Midlands countryside, countryside campaigners tell Government 

  

Vast new warehousing sheds threaten to blight the region, CPRE West Midlands (1) will tell the Government in evidence to the Public Examination into the twenty year planning blueprint for the region today (2). 

CPRE West Midlands, who are appearing throughout the two-month examination, will warn that massive ‘logistics sites’ in the region will be a blight on the landscape, lead to unnecessary development on green fields and increase carbon emissions. Even if they have access to the rail network CPRE will say   there is no guarantee that trains will be used instead of lorries.

Proposals in the blueprint could lead to massive warehousing villages, equivalent to six storey buildings, built on green fields in the middle of the countryside and lit all the time. Examples, such as DIRFT and Magna Park, both on the regional border with the East Midlands, show how intrusive such sites can be (3).

Although they are called Regional Logistic Sites many will be convenient locations for national depots sending lorries all over the country.  

Areas identified for such sites include the sensitive Green Belt in South Staffordshire and around the North Staffordshire conurbation. 

Instead CPRE will call for policies which favour reducing the distance freight has to travel and more support for smaller local and truly regional warehousing facilities and lorry policies which restrict heavy lorries to the main highways.

Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for CPRE West Midlands said 
‘Warehousing can be a huge blight on the countryside. If we are serious about protecting the countryside and stopping lorries travelling huge distances to service the whole country we should be promoting much more local supply chains and smaller warehousing facilities where they can best benefit the local economy.’  

Contacts:        

Gerald Kells:

West Midlands Regional Policy Officer                              01922 636601 

Peter Langley: 

Vice-Chairman (West Midlands Regional Group)          
02476 540211 

Continues ...............

Notes for Editors 

1. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. 

  

2. The Public Examination into the Phase 2 Review of the Regional Spatial Strategy opened at Molineux in Wolverhampton on 28 April and runs until 26 June. During June, there will be sub-region discussions of the future of each part of the region. The dates for all the topics can be accessed at:

http://www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk/pins/rss/west_midlands_phase_two/timetable.htm 

Our evidence on today’s matter (5B) is available on request.

3. RSS Phase Preferred Option, Policy PA9 and paras 7.44 to 7.46 can be viewed at http://www.wmra.gov.uk/Planning_and_Regional_Spatial_Strategy/RSS_Revision/RSS_Revision_Phase_2/RSS_Revision_Phase_2.aspx
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