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GENERAL ELECTION 2010: MAKE THE WEST MIDLANDS COUNTRYSIDE COUNT  
 

‘This year’s General Election is a critical moment for the countryside of the West Midlands. The promises politicians make now will determine whether the countryside becomes a better, more beautiful and more inspirational place, or is condemned to death by a thousand cuts.’ 
 

This was the view of Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for  the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) in the West Midlands [1], today (15 March) as the charity launched its Regional Manifesto for the General Election expected in May. 
 

This manifesto follows the publication of  the charity's vision for the countryside in 2026 last year [2], and sets out the key actions needed in the next five years to protect and improve the region's rural areas. Every voter can play their part by challenging candidates to support CPRE’s agenda. 
 

The manifesto calls for progress to:   
 

Get Development Right: concentrate resources on rebuilding and regenerating our towns and cities and carefully control development in rural areas to minimise further erosion of our countryside. 
 

Protect the Green Belt: invest to protect and enhance the Green Belt and to promote improved access to people’s local countryside. Expansion of the Green Belt  by adding two new sites, one surrounding Worcester and the other surrounding Telford. 
 

Conserve and Promote Farming: develop and promote sustainable local food networks,  protecting  our best farm land from development so Britain can become more self sustaining in food production. 
 

Invest in a first-rate Public Transport System: build a superb public transport structure using flexible and efficient bus routes, a restored local rail network  that is more reliable and less crowded, while reducing the need for expensive new road systems by making more efficient use of our existing highways.  
 

Engage  local people  in strategic and local decision making:  support a continuing strong independent voice to represent environmental and rural concerns  in new political structures being introduced across the region on behalf of all concerned and committed residents. 
 

Create a thriving and beautiful Countryside: value  the  rural landscape and heritage  both for its own sake  and because it adds to the attractiveness of the region, while investing in innovative solutions  to give rural communities access to  important  services, such as schools,  high speed Broadband,  post offices, libraries and medical services. 
 

Protect Tranquillity: stronger protection for  our most valuable tranquil areas, such as the Marches, and investment in improving areas of relative tranquillity in our urban areas.  
 

Gerald Kells said: 
 

 'The environment and the countryside can disappear off the political radar in the heat of a General Election campaign. But  the  people who live, work in and visit the  West Midlands' countryside want their leaders to protect precious areas of beauty and tranquillity from excessive development, neglect and mismanagement.   We can’t afford  for our countryside to go missing in this election. If it does, the chances are it won’t be a priority for whichever party forms the next Government. We all need to vote for the countryside in 2010, before it’s too late.’    
 

-  END –  
 

NOTES FOR EDITORS 
 

1. CPRE West Midlands is the Regional arm of the Campaign to Protect Rural England, a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. The West Midlands Manifesto can be viewed at www.cprewm.org.uk 
 

2. CPRE launched 2026 - A Vision for the Countryside in May, setting out a positive and optimistic vision for the future of the beautiful English countryside in 2026, the charity’s centenary year. The Vision’s key issues include: affordable, high quality housing; urban regeneration; Green Belts; better planning; green energy; local food and farming; quality of life; light pollution and valuing the countryside as a national asset.  For further information go to www.cpre.org.uk/campaigns/environment/2026-a-vision-for-the-countryside. 
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