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Friday, 16th January, 2009
 

 

CPRE WELCOMES DROPPING OF M6 WIDENING BUT CALLS FOR LONGER TERM TRAFFIC REDUCTION

 

            Countryside campaigners in the West Midlands have welcomed the announcement that the Government will pursue Active Traffic Management on the M6 in Staffordshire rather than widening. But CPRE West Midlands (1) say longer term target to reduce traffic and invest in Public Transport are needed.

            This week Geoff Hoon, Transport Minister, announced that proposals for Active Traffic Management (ATM) would be pursued on the motorway rather than widening (2). 

            CPRE West Midlands accept that Active Traffic Management, similar to the approach operating on the M42, can help with short term problems and, if handled properly, reduce Carbon Dioxide emissions, but they warn that without providing alternatives traffic off the roads it will not be a long term solution.

            Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for CPRE West Midlands, said: ‘We welcome the Government’s decision not to pursue expensive and counter-productive motorway widening, but that does not solve the issues arising from traffic growth. We need much more robust proposals to reduce traffic and invest in alternatives if we are not to face worse problems a few years down the line.’
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Notes for Editors
 

 
1. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England.   We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson.    Patron: Her Majesty The Queen.

2. For details of the Government’s proposals for motorways go to: http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roads/network/policy/motorways/motorways.pdf
