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 Greenfield Lottery - Countryside at risk from West Midlands Local Authorities housing levels 
 

The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) is warning that a number of local authorities in the West Midlands continue to promote green field housing as opposed to urban regeneration (1). This is despite the removal by the Coalition Government of the straight jacket of Regional Housing numbers. 
CPRE are concerned that local authorities continue to allocate levels of housing based on questionable long term forecasts, even though those forecasts have themselves been downgraded (2) and, at the same time, ignore the impact of the recession on house building.

This allows developers to come forward with housing on green field sites while projects in urban areas stall. More countryside could be ploughed up but no more housing provided. 
CPRE welcomes the realism of some local authorities in the region who are looking more critically at building sustainable homes where they are most needed and they will be pressing other local authorities to re-examine their housing provision to ensure it genuinely delivers the right homes in the right place.
Local authorities such as Redditch are actively reducing their overall housing allocations so they can concentrate on urban regeneration and their residents in the search for good local housing.

Birmingham is adjusting its housing requirement to remove the need for development in the Green Belt.

Urban authorities such as the Black Country and Stoke are promoting new housing in areas where regeneration is desperately needed.

In Coventry there is a political commitment to reducing green field housing but as yet no firm figures, while in Warwick and Stratford Upon Avon they are reviewing housing numbers with a view to reductions.
However Lichfield and Rugby are among authorities which continue to promote housing at a level which will allow developers to build on green fields even though that new housing will attract more people to leave urban areas, reduce effective urban regeneration and desecrate our dwindling countryside.

And Herefordshire continues to promote a vast number of green field houses in association with the proposed Hereford Bypass, while Shropshire continues to pursue high levels of housing based on the old Regional Strategy figures.
Gerald Kells,  West Midlands  CPRE  Policy Officer says: ‘The picture is still unclear across the region but we are concerned that it shouldn’t be a lottery with some local authorities sensibly ditching green field housing proposals in their local plans, in order to encourage urban regeneration, whilst others, next door, are continuing with plans that will destroy tranquil countryside.

We welcomed the removal of top down imposed housing numbers. But all local authorities need to be committed to building on brown field sites first, and only building homes on green field sites as a last resort.’

 

End
 

Notes to Editors
1. Table attached

2. Department Of Communities and Local Government, Household Projections, 2008 to 2033, England, 26 November 2010 http://bit.ly/hZWqfb 
CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. www.cpre.org.uk 
	Local Authority
	RSS Panel Housing
	Current Housing (if known)
	LDF status

	Herefordshire
	18,000
	18,000
	Core Strategy deferred to 2012 to take account of Localism Bill plus further consultation.

	Shropshire
	27,500
	27,500
	EiP completed, awaiting inspectors report

	Telford and Wrekin
	26,500
	13,000 to 2016
	Adopted in 2007 but needs new Strategy to 2026

	Coventry
	33,500
	No figure at present but political commitment for no greenfield housing
	Inspector’s report is published but not adopting. Reopening core strategy (aim for June)

	Warwick
	11,000
	Reconsidering evidence for housing numbers
	Consultation to be published before April

	Rugby

	11,000
	10,800
	Core Strategy Adopted and Council support

	Stratford
	7,500
	Reconsidering housing numbers
	Consultation published in Spring 

	North Warwickshire
	3,000
	?
	Consultation early this year

	Nuneaton and Bedworth
	11,000
	?
	Consultation later this year

	Birmingham
	57,500
	50,600
	Core Strategy consultation until 18 March

	Black Country
	63,000
	63,000
	Approved

	Solihull
	10,500
	10,500 but depends on town centre provision
	Consultation ended in January

	Worcester
	11,000
	?
	South Worcestershire Strategy has produced a new timetable, with preferred options being revealed in the summer and public consultation in Sep/Oct.

	Malvern Hills
	5,000
	?
	South Worcestershire Strategy has produced a new timetable, with preferred options being revealed in the summer and public consultation in Sep/Oct.

	Wyre Forest
	4,000
	4,000
	Approved

	Wychavon
	9,500
	?
	South Worcestershire Strategy has produced a new timetable, with preferred options being revealed in the summer and public consultation in Sep/Oct.

	Redditch
	7,000
	3,200. Does not include overflow or new Green Belt sites
	Consultation out

	Bromsgrove
	4,000
	4,000 to 2021. (Possibly 2-3,000 for Birmingham overspill afterwards)
	Approved. This would not include overflow from Redditch in RSS.

	Stafford
	11,000
	10,100
	In consultation, 500/year

	Tamworth
	4,000
	2,900 min + 1,000? outside boundary
	Consultation on final draft Core Strategy end of summer

	Lichfield
	8,000
	8,000?
	Current consultations on draft Core Strategy. Housing topic paper produced

	Newcastle under Lyme
	4,500
	?
	?

	South Staffordshire
	3,500
	3,500? based on RRT
	Core Strategy March. 175/year

	Stafford Borough
	11,000
	10,100 refuting RSS
	Consultations proceeding, 500/year

	Staffordshire Moorlands
	6,000
	5,500
	Core Strategy consultation on housing policy soon

	Stoke on Trent
	14,400
	11,400
	

	East Staffordshire
	13,000
	?
	Revised LD Scheme Core Strategy in summer

	Cannock Chase
	6,800
	5,800?
	Core Strategy in spring
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