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Tuesday, 29th September, 2009
 

COUNTRYSIDE HOUSE BUILDING TARGETS IN WEST MIDLANDS: COULD HAVE BEEN WORSE BUT STILL THREATEN REGENERATION 
 

            CPRE  (1)  welcome the fact that  Independent Experts reporting on the Regional Strategy for the West Midlands today supported the need for an urban regeneration focus in the region and rejected the Government's outrageous house building  targets  (2) .  But the group warns  that even the levels already agreed threaten urban regeneration and recovery in some of our most deprived areas.
 

            The Government wanted the 20 year new house building rate to rise to at least 420,000 but the Panel recommended  a lower figure of 397,900. This is still above the figure the Regional Assembly considers practical (365,000). Many of the new homes would be on the edge of high demand Shires Towns fuelling the exodus of higher earners from our cities and pressure for greenfield land to be released for development.  
 

            CPRE says we need to build more homes but we need to concentrate on regeneration and providing affordable homes where the need is greatest not on meeting notional targets.    
 

              Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for the West Midlands said: 'We welcome the Panel's support for the Regional Spatial Strategy's emphasis on regeneration. Their report could have been a lot worse with developers pressing for a free-for-all on housing in the most popular areas which would have increased social divides and eaten into the countryside, but the figures are still unrealistic and will still lead to cherry picking of green field sites at the expense of urban regeneration and the Government needs to reduce them when it issues the final Strategy .'   
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Contacts:
 

Gerald Kells: Regional Policy Officer, CPRE West Midlands: 01922 636601
Ian Jardin: West Midlands CPRE Housing sub-group Chair: 01497 820377    
 

1. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen
 

 2. The West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy Phase 2 Panel Report published today can be viewed at the Government Office for the West Midlands website. 
 

http://www.gos.gov.uk/gowm/Planning/515750/panelreport09/
