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Embargo 00.00 hrs, 24 June 2009

‘Herefordshire’s countryside is too valuable to be sacrificed for statistical dreams’ warn Countryside campaigners

Sprawling housing estates could come to Herefordshire countryside if regional plans for massive house building in the county are given the go-ahead, with Hereford growing dramatically outward. 

That’s what CPRE (1) will tell the Public Examination looking at the proposed West Midlands Regional Strategy in Wolverhampton on the 24 June (2).

Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for the Campaign to Protect Rural England said: 

‘Instead of relying on the Government’s questionable long term housing forecasts, which may never be needed, what the residents of Hereford needs is the right kind of affordable homes based on genuine needs built in the right places. The countryside in the county is too valuable to be sacrificed for statistical dreams.’

They will warn the Independent Panel examining the proposals that:

· Well over half of the county’s housing would have to be on new green field sites. 
· Massive expansion of Hereford, by at least a third, would impact on the town’s environment, character and infrastructure. 
· The county’s tranquil and high quality landscape and fertile farmland would be under threat. 
· There are significant flooding, water supply and sewerage issues which have not been satisfactorily resolved

They will also question reliance on unidentified infrastructure proposals including the proposed bypass of Hereford (known as the Hereford Outer Distributor) which would threaten high quality environments and protected sites. They say Herefordshire Council have not yet shown that their bypass proposals would solve the city's congestion problems. Anyway, massive housing growth could cancel out the impact of a bypass. The real solution is to improve the inadequate public transport in and around Hereford before thinking about expensive and destructive new roads
Those taking part in the Examination include representatives of the Government, the Regional Assembly who prepared the strategy, environmental bodies (including the Campaign to Protect Rural England), house builders and other development interests, and local community groups including Hereford Civic Society (3).
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Gerald Kells and Ian Jardin will be available for interview at the Examination in Public.

Notes for Editors

1. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen.

2. The Examination in Public of the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (Phase 2) is taking place in the Billy Wright Stand of Molineux Stadium, Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton from 28 April to 24 June 2009. The sessions on Shropshire and Herefordshire will be held on 23 June at 9.30 a.m. A press release relating to Shropshire is also available on request from gerald.kells@talk21.com

 3. All the participants’ written statements (see under matter 8H) are available at:  

http://www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk/west_midlands_phase_two/participants_statements.htm 

