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Immediate Release 20 December 2010

Countryside and environment must be priority for High Speed Rail though the West Midlands

The Government is expected to unveil its preferred route for a new high speed line through Warwickshire from London to Birmingham later today along with further proposals for routes to the north of Birmingham through Staffordshire. Ahead of the announcement, the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) says Ministers need to show that the proposals are protecting the countryside and delivering real environmental benefits.

The countryside campaigners will be looking closely at the proposals and will expect them to go significantly further than simply tweaking the last Government’s route. 

Gerald Kells, West Midlands Policy Officer for CPRE, says: “In the past the Transport Secretary, Philip Hammond, has described himself as a great lover of the countryside [1]. Whether or not the new proposals do everything they can to avoid sensitive areas of countryside and heritage assets will be a major test of this claim.

“We hope the Government hasn’t made up its mind about High Speed Rail and that the consultation, expected in early 2011, will genuinely be an opportunity to assess the merits of the proposals. The public need an opportunity to ask serious questions about alternatives, which may be less damaging to the countryside of Staffordshire and Warwickshre, and still deliver the extra rail capacity we need, improve journey times round the country and make the railways more reliable.

“We will be looking particularly closely at the impact of proposed parkway stations, such as the one proposed near Birmingham airport, on development and congestion in the West Midlands countryside and at whether a slightly slower speed could deliver a better route. We will also want to be reassured that vital new local rail and public transport investment in the region won’t be sacrificed for the proposals.”
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Notes to Editors

· CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. www.cpre.org.uk
1. Speech by the Secretary of State for Transport at a High Speed Rail Business Debate, 29 November 2010. See http://www.dft.gov.uk/press/speechesstatements/speeches/hammond20101130
for full transcript
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Take a day out in the countryside: Enjoy discounted entry to over 200 countryside attractions 
when you become a member http://www.cpre.org.uk/support/joinus                                    
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