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Embargo 2 June 2009 00.00 hrs 
Countryside Campaigners warn of Green Belt onslaught in Birmingham, Solihull and the Black Country
An onslaught on the Green Belt around Birmingham Solihull and the Black Country could be unleashed if Government housing figures are adopted. That’s what CPRE West Midlands (1) will warn the Public Examination into the new Regional Planning Blueprint which today and tomorrow discusses plans for development in Birmingham, Solihull and the Black Country (2). 

Developers at the Examination, which is being held in Wolverhampton, have already made clear that they are hoping to use the Government’s high housing projections to force local authorities to release urban extensions into green belt land

They will attempt to secure new green belt housing estates in areas such as Sutton Coldfield, Solihull, the borders of South Staffordshire and the fragile Meriden Gap. They well also be pushing for new industrial development and extensions to business parks such as Blythe Valley and Birmingham Business Park (3). 

Even before this Examination Birmingham Council has been forced to published options for housing in Green Belt in case the Government’s highest figures are adopted (4). 

CPRE warn that, if such proposals go ahead, they will lead to city sprawl, congestion on motorways and local roads and significant loss of protected countryside.  

They are also warning that unattainable housing numbers could lead to significant degradation of people’s local open space within the urban area, as well as the loss of gardens and trees in mature suburbs.

Those taking part will include representatives of the Government, the Regional Assembly who prepared the strategy, environmental bodies (including the Campaign to Protect Rural England), house builders and other development interests, as well as local community groups such as the Hockley Heath Parish Council, the Hampton-in-Arden Society and Hagley Parish Council

Gerald Kells of the Campaign to Protect Rural England said: ‘This is an extremely important day for the future of the Green Belt around Birmingham, Solihull and the Black Country. The Government wants levels of housing and other development which are unachievable without damaging the character and environmental quality of the countryside around the West Midlands conurbation and the conurbation itself. This could haunt us for years and damage the very qualities needed to make Birmingham, Solihull and the Black Country attractive places to live and work in. What we should be doing is building the homes we know we need, not relying on speculative forecasts.’

Gerald Kells and Peter Langley will be available for interview at the Examination in Public on both days.
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Contacts:        

Gerald Kells:

West Midlands Regional Policy Officer                              01922 636601 

Peter Langley: 

Vice-Chairman (West Midlands Regional Group)          
02476 540211 

Mark Sullivan:

Warwickshire CPRE




01926 494597

Notes for Editors 

1. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. 

  

2. The Public Examination into the Phase 2 Review of the Regional Spatial Strategy opened at Molineux in Wolverhampton on 28 April and runs until 26 June. The timetable for discussion on Birmingham, Solihull and the Black Country:

Tuesday 2 June 
09.30 
Sub-Matter 8A: 
Birmingham 
Tuesday 2 June 
14.00 
Sub-Matter 8B: 
Solihull

Wednesday 3 June 
09.30 
Sub-Matter 8C: 
Black Country

3. All the statements on Matters 8A (Birmingham), 8B (Solihull) and 8C (Black Country) are available at: 

http://www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk/pins/rss/west_midlands_phase_two/participants_statements.htm
4. Option 3 of the Core Strategy Options and Issues paper, published by Birmingham City Council in February 2009, increases house building in the city through urban extensions into areas which are currently green belt creating new communities in the green belt either to the North/North East and/or South of the city. Available at:

http://www.Birmingham.gov.uk/GenerateContent?CONTENT_ITEM_ID=99354&CONTENT_ITEM_TYPE=0&MENU_ID=0
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