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BIA SHOULD DROP SECOND RUNWAY FOR GOOD AND FACE UP TO CLIMATE CHANGE
    Birmingham should drop the second runway, not just put it into the long grass, and review the impact of its plans for expansions on environment and traffic congestion. This is CPRE’s reaction to BIA’s ‘Interim Statement’ (to be published on Wednesday 26 September), a short briefing which lists the content of the on the delayed Master Plan for Birmingham Airport’s next 25 years - expected before Christmas. 

    The Interim Statement puts off the highly damaging second runway, but allows for massive expansion of air traffic which would be harmful both to the environment around the Airport and to the wider world, says CPRE. 

    The airport promises that more travel to and from the airport will be by public transport, but road traffic will still go up massively increasing congestion and pollution, undermining Government policy to reduce carbon emissions and counter the effects of climate change. 

Growth in Air Traffic

    The proposal is to treble passengers through the airport, from 9 million last year to 27 million in 2030. This would place a huge load on road and rail and add substantially to the existing nuisance to the city and Green Belt areas, over which aircraft would land and take off. 

    Even if 35% of passengers and staff were to be using public transport in 2030 (it is under 20% today), road traffic would increase hugely. At present 7½ million passengers use road; in 2030, on BIA’s figures, it would grow to 17½ million, nearly 2½ times as many. The airport is now promoting itself as within 2 hours driving time of 35 million people, showing its intention to promote road use. 

    A major increase in use of rail to Birmingham Airport would also be hampered because there is no commitment from BIA to contribute to upgrading of the Birmingham-Coventry railway line to increase its capacity. 

    The congestion on the M42 would increase. Plans for further rebuilding of Junction 6 – the only planned way from the motorway system into the Airport – remain uncertain so other users of the road system are likely to only suffer if BIA is allowed to expand. 

Second Runway

    Because BIA has not abandoned a second runway completely, the blight on nearly residential areas of Solihull and Yardley will continue. While BIA’s statement may mean that the area between the A45, Damson Parkway and Catherine-de-Barnes will remain open countryside, uncertainty about the future of this landscape will continue.

    CPRE will be asking BIA to sign an enforceable agreement with Solihull Council to maintain all the land it controls south of the A45 and farm it effectively. Hedges should be trimmed and trees and woodland managed. This was not part of the previous legal agreement signed in 1996.

Runway Extension

    The proposed extension of the Airport runway to the southeast to permit intercontinental flights, including Airbus 380, would mean the new runway reaching further into the Green Belt, with a new loop in the A45 dual carriageway intruding substantially. 

    CPRE is not convinced that the extension should go ahead and would like the plans reviewed in the light of the impact aviation has on climate change. If it does go ahead they believe earlier plans which ran the A45 under the runway extension could be less locally damaging.

Local environmental impact

    CPRE is deeply concerned at the continued uncertainty for the residents of Bickenhill, a village on the edge of the city which is a Conservation Area and within the Green Belt. The expansion plans do not offer Bickenhill a certain future. Many of its houses will continue to be owned by the Airport, so that a community cannot be created. 

    The noise from takeoff and landing would spread and the BIA statement does not include tighter controls. The technique of Continuous Descent Approach (CDA) to minimise noise nuisance from overflights, which the Air Transport White Paper of 2003 saw as important, does not yet appear in BIA’s plans. 

Restoring the historic 1939 Airport Terminal

    The Interim Statement does not include any commitment to restoring the original Elmdon Terminal, opened in July 1939, to its original state. While not listed, it is protected from harmful change by a planning agreement with Solihull Council. The Master Plan should include the removal of later buildings joined on to it and restoration of this historic building. 
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Note to editors:

Total passengers per year: 

2006 9.2 million. If 16% of these use rail or bus, 7½ million arrive or leave by car

2030 27.2 million. If 35% of these use rail or bus, 17½ million will arrive or leave by car

