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Countryside Campaigners sound alarm bells for Coventry and Warwickshire’s countryside 

Coventry and Warwickshire’s countryside would be under long term threat if new regional plans focus massive house building on the sub-region. That’s what CPRE (1) will tell the Public Examination looking at the proposed West Midlands Regional Strategy in Wolverhampton on the 4 and 5 June (2) and the proposed ecotown at Middle Quinton on 16 June.

They will warn the Independent Panel examining the proposals that:

· Record levels of house building would force Coventry to sprawl outwards in the form of ‘urban extensions’, threatening the Meriden Gap Green Belt, for example near Allesley and Keresley; 
· New development focused across a ‘North – South Corridor’ from Nuneaton through Coventry to Warwick and Leamington could produce a continuous twenty mile urban corridor; 
· Escalating house building in Nuneaton and Bedworth and Rugby would see both areas growing out of control, by between 20 and 30% in twenty years, threatening countryside saved from development in the past, for example at Bedworth Woodlands; 
· Over-development of Leamington Spa, Warwick and Kenilworth would gravely threaten the character of these historic towns, clog their streets with traffic and potentially lead to them merging; 
· Expansion of Stratford-upon-Avon, by peripheral housing development, particularly at Shottery, would threaten its character and attraction for tourists; 
· The proposed ‘Middle Quinton’ eco-town at Long Marston would be incapable of meeting the principles set for such development, and require extensive infrastructure works for which funds are unlikely to be available; 
· Throughout the sub-region large-scale development would place demands on the transport system, both road and rail, which they would struggle to cope with.

Those taking part in the Examination include representatives of the Government, the Regional Assembly who prepared the strategy, environmental bodies (including the Campaign to Protect Rural England), house builders and other development interests, and local community groups including Keresley, Newton and Biggin and Bishops Tachbrook Parish Councils, Allesley and Eastern Green Residents Association, Whitnash and Kenilworth Town Councils, Stratford Voice and the Warwick Society (3).

BARD (Better Accessible Responsible Development) will also be taking part in the discussion on the Middle Quinton ecotown proposal.

Peter Langley of the Campaign to Protect Rural England said: ‘This is a crucial discussion for anyone who cares about the countryside around Coventry and in Warwickshire. The Government is pressing for levels of house building and other development way beyond what we know we need. With developers champing at the bit, it is vital that the character and environmental quality of our beautiful towns and open countryside is not compromised. Reckless, poorly thought out development agreed now on the back of questionable long term forecasts will come back to haunt the area in future years, and damage the very qualities that make it so sought after.’

Peter Langley will be available for interview at the Examination in Public on these three days.
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Notes for Editors

1. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen.

2. The Examination in Public of the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (Phase 2) is taking place in the Billy Wright Stand of Molineux Stadium, Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton from 28 April to 24 June 2009. The sessions on Coventry and Warwickshire will be held on Thursday 4 June and Friday 5 June, each starting at 9.30 a.m.  The discussion of Middle Quinton ecotown will be on Tuesday 16 June at 9.30am.

3. All the participants’ written statements (see under matter 8E) are available at:  

http://www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk/west_midlands_phase_two/participants_statements.htm 
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