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More affordable housing not just more housing

Response from CPRE to ‘Planning for the Future: Housing and Economic Development in the West Midlands’ West Midlands Regional Select Committee Report released today

Contact: Gerald Kells (CPRE WM Regional Policy Officer) 01922 636601
The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) in the West Midlands [1] today welcomed the fact that the Regional Select Committee took on board many of CPRE West Midlands’ concerns about housing in the region when they gave evidence earlier this year.
Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for West Midlands CPRE, said:

‘CPRE welcomes the committee’s support for the need for affordable housing and the need for regional planners to review 20 year regional housing targets and concentrate on delivering the right kind of housing for the region. But we would also have liked to see clearer support from the committee for a more cautionary approach to overall housing supply.
We also welcome the committee sharing their concerns about developers ‘cherry picking’ green field sites at the expense of urban regeneration. However, to make this a reality, we think planners need to reduce the overall housing numbers and phase housing developments to favour brown field sites. 
And CPRE welcomes support for their arguments in favour of urban regeneration, sustainable development and place-making and believe these should be picked up by regional planners as a matter of urgency.
The committee also echoed many of our concerns about stakeholder engagement. We welcome the committee’s call for regional decision makers to strengthen engagement with the diverse sectors which shaped the current regional strategy. We will certainly be looking for regional decision makers to broaden and deepen engagement with stakeholders, including environmental bodies, as new regional structures develop.’
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1.       CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. www.cpre.org.uk
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