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MIDLANDS ‘SUPER-REGION’ THREATENS ENVIRONMENT
Countryside campaigners warn today (Tuesday) that plans to promote a super region between the East and West Midlands could pose a serious threat to the environment. They say plans for a ‘Midlands Way’ to compete with the growth plans for the South East and Northern regions
 must take greater account of the impact of development on the environment.

Current proposals: ‘SMART GROWTH the Midlands Way’,
 being developed by the East and West Midlands’ Regional Development Agencies, in conjunction with the Regional Assemblies, pay scant regard to the need for environmental improvements across the regions and will fail to curb the increasing impact of transport growth.

A previous transport study which recommended large-scale road widening between the two regions was roundly condemned by the Assemblies at the time because it concentrated on catering for cars and didn’t fit in with the wider transport priorities of the two regions.
 CPRE is concerned that the new proposals could resurrect those road schemes taking money away from much needed investment in public transport.

Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for CPRE West Midlands
, said:

‘There’s nothing wrong with promoting the interests of the West and East Midlands but that has to be done in a way which promotes the environment, protects the landscape and delivers urban regeneration not rural degradation. We also have to look at transport options that deliver real benefit and don’t just lead to longer and longer car journeys.’
Peter Winstanley, RPO for CPRE East Midlands, added:

‘Promotion of economic growth and urban expansion to compete with the South East and Northern regions should not be at the expense of the environment. We need to achieve sustainable development which really improves the lives and environment of people in the Midlands, rather than just channeling ever more goods, vehicles and people through our region.’ 
- END -










� 	As part of the Sustainable Communities Plan the Government identified four growth areas in the wider South East, including the Milton Keynes Growth Area which reaches as far as Northampton and will have economic and housing impacts on the rest of the East Midlands and on the West Midlands. In response to those proposals, the NW, NE and Yorkshire and Humberside regions are promoting their Northern Way growth proposals.


� 	Smart Growth, the Midlands Way is being developed by Advantage West Midlands (AWM) and the East Midland Development Agency (EMDA) in conjunction with the Regional Assemblies. A draft was presented to the Government’s Sustainable Communities Conference at the beginning of February. It is out for consultation until 23 April 2005.


� 	The West Midlands to East Midlands Multi Modal Study recommended widening the M42/A42 and the A38 between the regions but had very few public transport improvements. Its conclusions were not supported by the two Assemblies and the proposals it set out are not included in the priorities for transport investment developed by either Assembly.


� 	CPRE exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside to ensure change values its natural and built environment. Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen. We have 59,000 supporters, a branch in every county, nine regional groups, over 200 local groups and a national office in London. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning. Our President is Sir Max Hastings.
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�An ISDN audio line is available – contact the press office for details.

















For a complete archive of CPRE press releases see our website: www.cpre.org.uk
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