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Embargo : 000.00 hrs Tuesday 15 March
LOCAL AUTHORITIES YET TO CURB HOUSING IN THE WEST MIDLANDS COUNTRYSIDE

Local Authorities in the South of the Region are continuing to allow too many houses to be built in the countryside, say Countryside Campaigners. 

Despite the introduction of new Regional Planning Guidance (RPG11) last year with the explicit goal of reducing housing levels in the Shires and encouraging more housing in the conurbations
, the rate of building in Warwickshire remains dangerously high (30% above the maximum) and Worcestershire is exceeding its maximum by 8%. Warwickshire already has enough land committed to meet its housing requirement for the next five and a half years, more than any other Shire county
. 
Campaigners are not convinced there is the determination by local authorities to reduce house building rates quickly enough or that enough effort is being made to ensure those houses that are built are affordable and genuinely meet local need
.

At the same time the level of building in urban areas is patchy with Birmingham, Coventry and Solihull exceeding their targets but the Black Country falling well short, and the situation might be worse if replacements for higher than expected levels of demolition were excluded.

Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for CPRE West Midlands
, said: ‘We anticipated that there would be some housing proposals still passing through the system and that it would take a while for authorities to rein in the developers, but there appears to be a reluctance to do so. If we are serious about creating a sound basis for urban regeneration and protecting the countryside we must move more quickly to reduce housing levels in the Shires and direct new houses to meeting local needs. This would make a vital contribution to stimulating urban house building.’
 - END -
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� 	Regional Planning Guidance for the West Midlands (RPG 11), published by the Government Office for the West Midlands in June 2004, and now the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) sets out policies for housing in the region up to 2021. Policy CF3 sets the level and distribution of housing and a table of housing numbers is provided. Para 6.1 sets out the goal of housing strategy to make the Major Urban Areas more attractive while reducing the level of new housing in other areas to discourage urban sprawl and long-distance commuting.


� 	Figures based on the West Midlands Spatial Strategy Annual Monitoring Report 2004, published by the Regional Assembly in February 2005. Fig CF3.2 shows the level of housing in each strategic authority against the RSS requirements. Unlike the metropolitan boroughs where housing numbers are minima in the RSS, housing numbers for all Shire Counties should be maxima.


� 	As 2. Fig CF3.6 shows the amount of committed land in relation to annual RSS requirements.


� 	As 2. Fig CF3.3 shows the high level of housing in Birmingham corresponds to higher levels of demolitions whereas the Warwickshire and Worcestershire figures do not.�
�



� 	CPRE exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside to ensure change values its natural and built environment. Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen. We have 59,000 supporters, a branch in every county, nine regional groups, over 200 local groups and a national office in London. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning. Our President is Sir Max Hastings.
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