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For immediate release

 

WEST MIDLANDS CAMPAIGNERS WELCOME MPs' CALL FOR CHANGES TO GOVERNMENT HOUSING PLANS
 
West Midlands CPRE [1] welcomes the criticism by MPs of the Government's regeneration and housing plans, and is calling on the next Government to act urgently in response to the MPs' recommendations.

 

The criticisms come in a report[2] published today (Tuesday) by the ODPM Select Committee on the Government's Pathfinder initiative in areas of low housing demand, which includes two large areas, one in North Staffordshire and one in Sandwell and Birmingham. In their report the MPs call for:

 

· the Pathfinder initiative not to 'repeat the mistakes of previous clearance programmes that destroyed the heritage of areas and failed to replace it with neighbourhoods of lasting value'; 

· the potential contribution of historic buildings to be an important part of regeneration plans; 
· flexibility to review demolition programmes 'as a matter of urgency' where market demand picks up; and 
· the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister to put pressure on the Treasury to remove the financial incentive for demolition by harmonising VAT on new build and refurbishment. 
The Committee also highlights the need for a coherent Government strategy to address the imbalance between housing markets in the overheated South and East and the Midlands and the North.

 

Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for West Midlands CPRE commented:

 

'MPs have highlighted widespread concern that demolition is being pursued at the expense of the historic environment and local communities, and the enduring scandal that VAT is higher on conservation than on new construction.  And they have again exposed the fundamental flaw at the heart of the Government's so-called Sustainable Communities Plan: the absence of a coherent strategy to manage demand in overheating regions and foster renewal elsewhere. In the West Midlands CPRE has voiced concerns over the extent of demolitions in Pathfinder areas, particularly in Stoke on Trent. We urge the incoming Government to act to address these issues and local partnerships to review their approach to market failure to make sure they minimize the need for inappropriate demolitions.'

 

- END -


Notes for Editors

1. CPRE exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside to ensure change values its natural and built environment. Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen. We have 59,000 supporters, a branch in every county, nine regional groups, over 200 local groups and a national office in London. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning. Our President is Sir Max Hastings.

2. House of Commons ODPM: Housing, Planning Local Government and the Regions Committee, Eighth report of session 2004-5: Empty Homes and Low-demand Pathfinders.
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