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WEST MIDLANDS GREEN BELTS HIT BY FRIENDLY FIRE

Green Belts in the West Midlands are under attack as never before and the biggest threat is from friendly fire, the Campaign to Protect Rural England
 has today revealed
.

In the year when Britain celebrates 50 years of successful Green Belt protection they say Green Belts remains one of the sharpest tools in the planning toolkit. But they warn that the effectiveness of the policy is being blunted by the top-down imposition of boundary reviews and careless talk of ‘replacement’ elsewhere. This, they say, erodes public confidence and fuels land speculation, with damaging consequences for the countryside’
.

Gerald Kells, Regional Policy Officer for West Midlands, said:

 ‘Although the Government should be the staunchest, most reliable ally of Green Belt it continues to implement policies and support proposals in this region and elsewhere which undermine Green Belts across the region. 
‘The M6 Toll has recently cut a huge swathe through our Green Belt and development pressure attached to the road is a major threat. But plans for an M6 Expressway and the expansion of Birmingham Airport in response to the Aviation White Paper
 show that major incursions can still gain support from Government. And although some local councils are opposing plans which eat into the Green Belt, (for example plans for industrial sites at Peddimore and Bassetts Pole were recently withdrawn by Birmingham Council), others are eating away at the Green Belt. The Brownhills Bypass and plans for a hotel at Chasewater Heath are perfect examples as are plans to extend the Blythe Valley Business Park close to Solihull.’

WM CPRE is now urging the Government and local authorities to pull back from the brink of Green Belt destruction in the West Midlands and provide the positive leadership needed to guarantee Green Belts even greater success in the 21st century.’

- END -

Contacts:
Gerald Kells: Regional Policy Officer: CPRE WM : 01922 636601

Peter Langley : Chair ; CPRE WM: 02476 540211

	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	

	

	











� 	CPRE exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. We promote positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside to ensure change values its natural and built environment. Our Patron is Her Majesty The Queen. We have 59,000 supporters, a branch in every county, nine regional groups, over 200 local groups and a national office in London. CPRE is a powerful combination of effective local action and strong national campaigning. Our President is Sir Max Hastings.


� 	CPRE is launching its Green Belt campaign today. The launch is marked by the publication of a briefing, Green Belts, 50 years on: if they didn’t exist, we’d have to invent them, a campaigning leaflet and a new section on its website (www.cpre.org.uk).


� 	See CPRE’s briefing: Green Belts, 50 years on, p.5.


� 	The M6 Toll Motorway ran for 27 miles through the Green Belt and developers are already seeking to influence local plans, such as Walsall’s recently adopted UDP,  to encourage development nearby. The M6 Expressway would cut through the Green Belt between Wolverhampton and Stafford. About 700 hectares – over 2.5 square miles – of Green Belt could be lost as a result of proposals in the Aviation White Paper: The Future of Air Transport (DfT, 2003).  That includes a second runway at Birmingham Airport. Other potential aviation developments would affect Green Belt, for example, attempts by Wolverhampton Business Airport to expand.


� 	Peddimore and Bassetts Pole are in the process of being removed from Birmingham’s Unitary Development Plan following an Independent Inspector’s recommendation and strong local pressure supported by councillors. The Brownhills Bypass is being promoted by Walsall Council but would be built in Lichfield’s green belt. CPRE is supporting calls for the Council to consider more minor junction improvements instead. It would border on a controversial potential development site at Sandhills and would act as an access road to a number of other potential development sites around the M6 Toll. Lichfield Council want to remove land around Chasewater from the Green Belt for a hotel and other development. This is directly linked to the M6 Toll.  Blythe Valley Business Park is 32 hectares and was removed from the Green Belt by Solihull Council to allow it to have a business park. The extension would increase it by 17 hectares taking more land from the Green Belt close to the small village of Illshaw Heath near Earlswood. A further 14 hectares would be landscaped to screen it.
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