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Enriching our Region
Environmentalists set out their Manifesto for the West Midlands 
Environmental Campaigners will today set out their manifesto for improving  the environment of the West Midlands. ‘Enriching our Region’1 will be launched today at 10.30hrs in the Margaret Fell Room of the Priory Conference Centre on Bull Street Birmingham2. ‘Enriching our Region’ presents challenging but achievable proposals for environmental improvements which will benefit the people of the West Midlands and help the region to play its part in revitalising our urban areas, protecting our natural environment and our heritage, reducing harmful pollution and keeping our countryside beautiful. The Manifesto, which has brought together the views of a number of environmental bodies under the banner of the West Midlands Regional Sustainability Forum,3 aims to make the West Midlands a more attractive area in which to live, work and spend leisure time.
The Manifesto sets out how the environment in the West Midlands is one of its greatest, and often unsung, assets, from Stratford on Avon to the Staffordshire Moorlands.  It is important not just in its own right but also because of its crucial impact on the image and reputation of the West Midlands, which affect its economy and quality of life. However in some (especially inner city) areas, the environment is still degraded and neglected.  The Manifesto includes assessments of its implications for each part of the West Midlands.4
The Manifesto highlights four areas where action is particularly needed. It calls for land use and transport policies to be in tune with environmental concerns, for greater effort to resolve global environmental issues, for policies which ensure the right population balance and stop the unsustainable drift to the shires and for much greater emphasis on protecting and enhancing natural assets such as woodlands and waterways.

And the Manifesto sets out specific actions that could be undertaken by central and local government, the business community and individual people to achieve the change needed.
Peter Langley, Chair of CPRE, WM said: 
'200 years ago, the West Midlands was a world leader in the Industrial Revolution, but the environment came a poor second.  We are still blighted by that legacy today.  The Manifesto helps us to avoid repeating past mistakes and to aim higher in our search for environmental excellence.'
Peter Shirley, Regional Director of the West Midlands Wildlife Trusts, said: 

‘We welcome this Manifesto because it points the way forward for the wildlife of the Region, starting from where we are today, rather than looking back in time to a supposed golden age which we know cannot be recovered.
Valerie Burton of the West Midlands Amenity Societies Association said: 

‘This Manifesto provides us with the essential framework for protecting and enhancing the built and natural environment that is valued by communities across the West Midlands.  We must all work together to make the Vision a reality.’

Chris Crean, Regional Campaigns Coordinator for Friends of the Earth West Midlands said:

‘In producing this manifesto the West Midlands Regional Sustainability Forum sets out a new and challenging route map for the region’s future. We can all choose ‘business as usual,’ continuing to damage our own environment and that of other people, or we can choose both as individuals and decision makers to make year on year improvements to local and global well being.”
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Notes:

1. Copies of the Manifesto are available from the West Midlands Regional Sustainability Forum, c/o The Warehouse, 54 Allison Street, Birmingham  B5 5TH
2. Priory Conference centre at the Friends Meeting House 40 Bull Street Birmingham B4 6AF. see www.streetmap.co.uk/streetmap.dll?G2M?X=407162&Y=287155&A=Y&Z=1
3. for more details on WMRSF see Page 1 of the manifesto 

4. Pages 14 and 15
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